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The ancient Clodock Church. dedica

ted to Clydawg.

A fascinating church dedicated to a

MARTYR KING

Tourists who visit
Clodock  Church  are
surprised to learn that
the  peaceful Vale of

Ewias, in which it stands.
s associated  with  the
Battle of Agincourt.

The Welsh name  for
Ewias is YW-YS meaning

“a place of yew trees™ and

it is said that the Archers
of Gwent went into battle
with yew bows, and made
their name renowned at
Agincourt in 1115 A.D.
with weapons nI:mle from
ees grown in this valley,
The church Ties at the
foot  of the Black
Mountains, ahout 15
miles from Abergavenny,
and approximately (he

Date created: 1 May 2009

His father
was one of
49 children

same  distance Mrom
Hereford. It is posibic
that a place of worship
has stood there for about
LAOO years.,

The  carlest  chuvely would
have Been about the size of the
prient chancel, and built ol
tmber. The ool would have
been thatehed or boavdisd, the
warlls composed of mad, and the

pening for light covervd wih

0
t oth for want of wliss. Could it
pa | TR )

. 3 g
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Augustine

brouehn
Chostianmiy to Encland? I <o

1= older than i
cathedeals and churche=s now
regavded as aneient in this pant
of the world. Tt is dedicited to
Clvdawe, a 00h contury vulin
of the Kmgdom  of Ewins
Listorians tell us that he coome
bromy stock in which kinghiness

wits o be finind ymitod gyeeh

ability and  saintliness 1=

father was one of the 49
children of Bryvchan, King o
Brcconshire. Mozt of the male
members ol the Gl becamye
mi==ionariesof Christinnmy 1o
Wales and bevond

The stovx of the Saint o
Clidock & related m the 12th
century Book of Llandatl, and
we are told that the voung king
was noted in those wild times
hecause  of  his  exemplin
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KATE WILLIAMS visits the Vale of Ewias QUEST
e s Rr heveloree 1 o b ot et S LU B

that dvoung lady of noble barth This  sound-board hus  line

wished to marry ham. and mouldings  around, with a QUO I ES

refused -.|Il‘ other oflers  of cushion-hke freeze, the cornice
marrage. Was this the reason patterned.  the underside

that he was murdered by a panclled, and a  deligl
: g s 1 Jightful N
companton while out hunting? centre boss as flowers in the Th Q AN
i Grinl Gibl . : e man that dares traduce
To reach the burial site on the snnling Gibbons style. The because he can
dav of the funeral it was  Pulpititself has fine panelling, With safety to himself, »s not a
fecessary 1o eross the river at 4 “‘jl“‘”' with ':ILL'Ilﬂﬂi hin IT man -Cowper . Hghn
the ford, The traces broke i & apploached by 0 middle———j ILI SPJENT'
the crossing and, when voked 5:."“1“ having fine handorails "
up. the oxen refused to move he  middledeck  has two Wherefore do ye spend

This was taken to be a sign Dookerests: the one fucing fur that which is not bread,
that the King should be hun}l‘-d North to conduet the service, your labour for that
at thas spot. This twok place in 1
the fifth or carly sixth century
and in the Book of Llandafl we
are told "a column of fire was
seen on his tomb on the night
following  his  sepulture  as
being  pleasing o God”
Immediately. by the advice of
the Bishop of Llandafl and
clergy, an oratory was there
built and consecrated with the
sprankling of water in honour
ol the Martyr Clydawg. (We
should speak of 1t today as a
murder, but the old chronicler
calls it o martyrdom beeause of
the-pure lite of the murdered
kingr. In any case, we are told,
"the blood of this upright may
prove to be the seed of the
church, and for 15 centuries 2 ;
church ilm.aa 510_;_1# in  this :
hallowed spot.” The seats in = g e
Clodock are mteresting - some . '""“""‘"‘“@“"
from Tudor days having tht';" ﬂlhli-: l';ncmg \S:’ex from
Elizabethan  dragons carved  which the lessons arc
thereon, and some are as recent  Lower-deck is the clerk’s desk,
as the carly part of the 19th  with book-rest. The section
century. But one of the holding the book-rest was
proudest possessions in the  onginally the door: the clerk
church 15 the holy communion  entening the pulpit last an
table and three-sided  assisting  the incumbent in
communion  rails of  the  many ways. = —- :
Laudian  style  and  peri Just a Ifi_.tle distance !'mm.lg:
1631-1640. 1y  be
Campanologists tell us that
the spendid peal ot si;._ylkh?, _
outstanding _in tone 0 ;
considered to be the finest i has nc _
many  countries, In 1953 even though as ama
parishioners — organised a4 dozen wnﬁ “came
collection of donations tawards  water. The wall fr
the vost of recasting and  murals, the coat of
re-hanging the bells. Ten anmh&ﬁﬁ s
In the place of the side chapel and | :
stands one of the [finest
three-decker pulpits in the ¢
whole of the country. It dates g |
e —

from around 1630 I.Gst_l

=
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