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Archaeological sources.

{1} The County Sites and Monuments Record.
The record contains inlormation relating to two of the buildings on the farm :
Clothier's farmhouse itseff and the King's Arms barn.

(ii) Cartographical evidence.

The 1844 tithe map indecales the area of Urishay Common before il was
enclosed. It also shows the extent of the properties ot Clothiers and King's Arms.
The text also states that Clothiers was al Ihe time rented by one George Proberi

from Thomas Delahay, and King's Arms rented by Daniel Walkins, also from
Thomas Delahay.

(it} Documents and other sources.

No mention of the Urishay Estate or Clothiers Farm was found in the
Domesday Book.

Copies of the Land Tax Assessments for the parish of Michaelchurch Escley
in the years 1781 - 1838 are held in Hereford Record Office. An enlry is 1o be found
for Clothiers almost every year, although the name of the property is not always
included. King's Arms is somewhal more elusive, appearing in the record for 1781,
then disappears until 1829 and remaining in the records until 1838. The poot rate
assessment 1845 for Clothiers and King's Arms also survives.

Oi more recent dale are the sole pariiculars from auclions in 1913, 1914, and
1918 when the Urishay Estate was sold. il proved difficull to sell the two farmms,
Clothiers and King's Arms. which were originally oflered as one 1ot, spiit into two for

the 1914 sale, and finally sold together as a single lot in 1919.

Helerences lo Clothies were found in Kelly's Directory of the county o
Herelordshire for the years 1913 when “Lane, Francis. farmer, Clothiers™ is listed
among the commercial residents of Michaelchurch Escley, and 1917, when “Jones,
Cecil J., lammer” Is listed, also Tor Clothiers. No entries were found for King's Arms,
nor were there any references in the directories for 1821 and 1905.

(iv} Earthworks. -
There are three lormer slone quarries on the larm: one relatively near the
buildings at Clothiers, another near King's Anms, the third being in the area set

aside in the 1856 enclosure award as a quarry lor the mainlenance of the new
public roads. sy o

{v) Buildings.
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The_ contruction of the threshing floor and cow house to the north has been
desgr_laled as phase li, with the sheller shed, extension C and extension B
lollowing as Phase V. Extension B must now post - date the threshing floor
building, since s north wall butts on to the east wail of the latter. Since extension C

ttlzsbgeen demolised it is impossibie to eslablish for certain to which phase it
gs.

Discussion.

Archaeological significance

The medieval evidence for Clothiers Farm is substantial . Documentary
evidence leslifies to the existence of a manor called " Clofhye Hopkyne™ in 1528
and nidge and furrow earthworks are a indication ol medieval cullivation. The size
and location of the isolated palch of ridge and furrow is unexpecled. Ridge and
turrow earthworks usually represent the survival of part of an exiensive medieval
apen field system. In this case, however, there is no indication that it continues into
the adjacent fields. Furthermore, this area was part of the common land enclosed in
1858, so evidence of cultivation is somewhat surprising. possibly indicaling much
earlier enclosure of common land.

The documentary evidence of the Land Tax and Poor Rate assessments
reveals the relative properties of King's Arms and Clothiers. The enclosure award
of 1856 explains not only the diftering field boundaries in the northern parl of the
farm, but also the origin of the earthworks in the field called ‘Cwm Corse” as a
quany io provide slone for the repair of the new public roads. The lypes of _
indicate that a greater diversity of farming activities was formerly carried out than at
present. Cows were kept at both farms and threshing floors indicate arable
cultivation, probably in addition to sheep, Horses were kept al Clothiers, and would
probably have been used for traction and tra

Despile ils name and the tradition of King’s Arms having been a public house,
no direcl evidence confirming this was forthcoming. The fabric of the bam gives no
indication of this origin. nor was it described as such in any of the documents
COREARRE. v Ry T

context is significant as is its proximity fo the Norman
Dyke.paih, Longlown Caslle and the Black Mountains to 1
and Arthur's Slone 1o the north.
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Appendix 1. Land Tax assessmenis.

Landlord Tenant Rent (£-5-d )
Thomas Delahay esq. Henry Lewis 0 -4-90
Thomas Delahay esq Henry Lewis g - 4 -
Thomas Delahay esq. Henry Lewis :
Thomas Delahay esq. Henry Lewis
Thomas Delahay esq. Daniel Walkins
Thomas Delahay esq. Daniel Walkins
Thomas Delahay esq. Daniel Watkins
Thomas Delahay esq. Daniel Watkins

COOoOQOo O

Appendix 2. Poor Rale Assessment .

A nolebook held in the Rrcord Office (HRO F/37/190 ) conlaining
miscellaneous references and newspaper clippings also includes a copy of the
1845 Poor Rate assessments for the parishs of Michaelchurch Escley, St.
Margarets, Turnastone, and the1846 assessment for St. Margarels. Both King's
Arms and Clothiers are listed: Daniel Watkins rented King's Arms from W. Delahay
for a gross rental of £2 -10 -0 and George Probert rented ” Clothy aiso from W.
Delahay, for a gross rental of £19 -0 -0 , the Poor Rate being being assessed at 6d
in the pound.

Bibliography.
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< Estate and Farm Sale Catalogues

W At the St Margarets Church Local History event of 17" & 18" June 2006 Phyllis
: Gwillim of The Tan House kindly allowed me to borrow for copying a collection of 9
sets of Sale Particulars for Herefordshire estates and properties.

There were details of nine sales within the period 1899 to 1931. Three of these
sales were for major Estates and the others for smaller properties. Copies of all

documents have now been made and are included on these discs in separate
folders.

The Major Estates

s 1913, Urishay Castle Estate, 24" September, 1568 acres in 50 Lots. The

catalogue is 38 pages plus a large map. Each page has been scanned and
¥ reduced to fit A4, the map is also scanned (bmp files) to a series of images.

¢ 1920, Marquess of Abergavenny's Herefordshire Estate, 22™ & 23™ January,
2669 acres in 166 Lots. The catalogue is 104 pages with 10 Maps (Map No 1,
Ewyas Harold properties is missing from this collection). Again each page has
been scanned, reduced to fit A4. All the maps, nos. 2 to 10, have been digitally
photographed and for general overview are included as individual Microsoft
Publisher files. For detailed viewing bit map files (bmp) are included. Maps 3, 8
& 9 only are included as scans images reduced to A4.

1921, The Clifford Estate, 11" August, 2008 acres in 51 Lots. The catalogue is
29 pages, each page has been scanned and reduced to fit A4, the map has
been digitally photographed and for general overview is included as an

individual Microsoft Publisher file. For detailed viewing bit map files (bmp) are =
included in three sections.

The other Properties

o 1899, 1° June.Two Farms in Michaelchurch with other propery. All pages have
been scanned and reduced to fit A4, there is no plan.

s 1901, 25" June. Properties “Glan Olchon” and “The Great House” in Longtown.
All pages have been scanned and reduced to fit A4, there is a single sheet
plan.

* 1904, 14" June. Lower House Farm in Michaelchurch. Plan only, has been
scanned and reduced to fit A4 in a series of images.

1905, 16" August. Sale of a mixed lot of Herefordshire Farms. Only the details.
of Lot 7, “Old House” and “Old Kates Farm” Michaelchurch, and Lot 10
“Quarrelly Farm”, Newton, have been copied, the relevant pages have been
scanned and reduced to fit A4, there are plans which have also been scanned
as sectional A4 images.

o 1928, 15" March. New House, Pensylvania and Tyn-Y-Gwynt in
Michaelchurch with other property. All pages have been scanned and reduced
to fit A4, there is no plan. ' '

e 1931, 17" March. The Groves Farm, Longtown. All pages have been scanned
and reduced to fit A4, there is no plan.

note: Disc 1 contains Sales of 1920, 1928, and 1931. Disc 2 contains Sales of 1899, 1801, 1904, 1905, 1913,
and 1921. When viewing bmp files use ‘zoom' as required. Some images may require rotation. .

George 27-6-06
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ahod predece him then 4o the sldest of hin sons who shod survive
Nnim in Ten wlmle
mxed by sd Testr ¥m Yeomans and fuly witested,
TESTR sxed several codieiln to him befe ahatied will none of which in any way IWW .
hrinbefe abstted miao thrin contd It Ut
TRSTR ¥m Yaomans died ' g
7 . FILL and Ooidoils duly proved at IHfd.
SUCCESSION DUTY AGCOUNT of md Jehn liaynes Yeomans upon death of ¥m Yeomnns im raum
to befe aBRtied prems with official mosipt for duty um. 13th Daor 1778 end

STATUTORY DNECLARATION by Riizabeth Ysomans of ¥nmlingten in
of Toresster as follows:—

asion of the said |
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INDRR of thim date made Batwn Jw of' giretiton geurt in the goy of Hf'd
Parmer (Shrinar cnllad the Moptgngar) of tha one pt and The Metional Prwiggg Burk of |
mgland Ltd, , (Shriner oallad the HAnk) of the other pt heing a mige on the Fank's asual
/ printed form hy the Mtgor of the hrinbafs ahattad harsdits and premn to sseurs to the Banc
Tepaynant of a1l such aume of nMoy an wars then or shod from time to tine bs ewing Wﬁl
t0 tha Hank inoluding dinoount commisaion and other banking charess. ;

*xad by nd J.H.Yeomans and duly atiested.

a4 dotober 1800, INDRR of thim date (endoraed on lant memtd Indre of Mtge) mads betwn the thrin withi

"; B named Natienal Provineinl Rank of ¥Mgland Itd., of the one pt aml the thrin within n

& i Jonn Haynes Yeomans of the otihsr bt haing the jank's usual printed form of Reccnyayance
ion - Srbndnio Ml adds i
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RROITING naizin of sd Jonathan Hewells and agresmt for loun

! ‘I g
IT VAS VITHED that in connon of mm of £300 paid to sd Jonathan Fowslls by sd Alfred Fast < W]
on or hefe exen of abstig presents — rect acknowledged — =d Jonathan Kowells tirby eovenanted =5 3; ]
¥ith ad Alfred ¥ast to pay to him en 17th April then next sim of £700 with intt thren in ' I‘?ﬁ P
he meantine after the rate of &4 par cent par ann computed from 17%h 0cir inst AN ALSO ; e
70 long aftel that day as any principal moy Temainded due under abstig present® ie @y N § ai; ¥
10 him intt thron after tie same Tate by amal half yearly paymts on 17th Aget and 17ih ; ‘ - 'f;
Oatr - -
AND IT WAS ALSO WITNES that for conscn afad the sd Jonathan Howells as Bensficial i ;3“9 s
owner thrby conveyed ﬁ e
UNTO md Alfred East A
sl e aoef A doms e o o cloinvs tnmast NN IERERY ”’
D 4 - abstied Indre [P 3 Y.
TO HOLD the same unto and to us= of 5d A1fd Fast in fes simple A

'PROVISO for redemptén in usual terms

oy wttn

mxed by nd n'hnn Fowel

d premiases called
L

20th September 158,
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Liwee
tharaof anad i‘rnm‘nrﬁ:lnmla tor the non-applon and that smich perscns shod
net he hound 1o enauire into tha nacasaity or propriety of sany sals tc o= made

under that his will And the nd Tentr Asclarsd ihat as often as any of tne

Traan thrby appted or any Tree to be appied under that nis »111 ahod Ale or

dsnire to he discharged from or refuss or decline or become incapeble io act

in the trumste thrhy in them or 'im Teposed 1t shod be lawfu. for his sd wife
during her 1ife if she mhod no long continus his widow and un-married end after
her dece or medond marrisge for ilie then Trees or Tres for the time being contimuie
46 net in the trusits throf or if there shod be nc contirug Trees or Tree for the
Tress or Tres mo desiring to be (iachargsd or rafusing or declining as afsd

or Af thers ahod he Mo such lamt mantd Trees or Tree for the Frors or ads of

the last surviving Tres exclumive of a Tree or Trees who might have become
ineapable to act in the trusts to appt any other person or psrmons to be a Tree i
or Traes in the place of the Tree or Trees so dying or desirous of being discharges

after the irust prams had become vested in nim snod have w11
authorities of the Tress in whose room he =hod be mubmitted.

A hs s 11 which was on the
% ¢

S e R b PR R T U ST T AT ERET KT S et TR T R w2 FEE N AR
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of my maid Father and born on the following dsted viz:—
23vd May 1875, Elizabeth Ann Williams born 50t September 1976,

Villiams born 25th December 1877, John ¥.Willisms born 22nd Ootober 178,

williams and Annie E ¥illiams both born 17th July 1A=1, Charles ¥
OFN 3rd Jamuary 188E, Arthur 6 ¥illiams born 5th May 1aze and Alice

: 15th Nay 1mRT,

And I nave personally m

‘Uithiﬂ.ﬂ"ﬂ’iho"h.‘Jm!!-:-ﬂa'tu& the mn c_a_v of July 199. i
or she nad respectively

' “"iime to time auly pald to each of the mald nine children after he
*attained his or her respective age of 7L vears their rempective she

 ##500 with the interest therson pespectively to the respedtive dat

vsame will and wers made payable to the respective ohilda or his

"ihe amounts as followsi-viz:i—
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1938 - 1942

"From the great fire to the evacuees”

g
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: i ok we lot the history of Michaelchurch Escley Schgo}
i:i::;: govery tuibulent years using officia} records apd the memories
=f those who were there. We start with the disastrous fire anq ?ollog
e ewents concerning the building of the new school, the beginning o
t#e Second World War and the arrival of the evacuees from gootle t;n
28e willage. The book marks the 5Oth Anniversary of the opening of e
mew school on December 4th 1988, The event was celeb?a$ad by &
fortnights Festival which included a tea party for the pupils who weﬁﬁ
o roll during the years 1938 - 1942, from whom much of the

“The birds had carried some straw close to the stove pipe. Tpe pipe
#a2s still hot and in the night the straw caught on fire and it all
went up in flames. There was a little dog called Dandy and he was
burned. Miss Isherwood and Mr. and Mrs. Jones went to live at Halt
Farm. The school was held at the Cottage Room".

Mrs G.Christopher

"I was nine years old when I remembered seeing a fire behind some
trees. I said to my daed that the school is on fire. But dad thousht it
was Mr.Lewis burning bushes. Later a neighbour told me that the school
had been burnt down, Mr. Powell [Firs Farm] had helped the fire
brigade put the fire out. We think the school was empty but Miss
Isherwood was in the school house. She was rescued by Mr. and Mrs.
Phillips. They let her live at New House Farm House until the school
was rebuilt.®

Kenneth Altree

#e don’t know whether they went to live at Halt Farm or New House
Farm.

"My father owned a thrashing machine contracting business. He used +o
€c up and down the road with his steam tractor. He used to blow the
whistle as he went past and if we were on the playground we used +to
run up to the wall and wave to him. The night of the fire the steam
tractor driver went down to the Bridge Inn, Michaelchurch, and came
back to our farm, The Clothier’s”, and said that the school was burnt
down. I could hardly believe it so I made the effort the following
morning to walk down the bank from Cefn Kest and I saw for myself that
be was right and I was very disappointed so I just went back home.
There was thought to be a terrier burnt in the fire." "

{ Cecil Pritchard. )

Page 1
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“@iws Isherwood was a good teacher, with strict diseipline and very
%ees for all the children to do well and to be competitive. She and
#r=  Jones her friend (she was Miss Halliday ) trained us for the
mesicsl festivals at the Shire Hall in Hereford. Many times we won
pupe and certificates in classes for folk singing and ’Rounds’. Sadly
mmey of these were lost in the fire. I recall she had the Manchester
Smerdisn delivered everyday by post. I think she was a northerner. She
miways liked the girl pupils to be smartly dressed with red Jjumpers
=i mnavy pleated gym tunics in the winter and in summer we wore brown
metton slips like pinafores, made by the older girls from material
zrowided by the teacher. If a parent was not able to afford a school
wmiform Miss Isherwood bought it for them and it was kept in school,
ke ochild changing on arrival at school and back again before going

( Eillen Farr nee Altree)

Behool Log Book 25th April 1938

Om March 24th at 5.30 pm a disastrous fire broke out in the school.
The school and school house were completely burnt out - only log book
@=nd registers were saved.

The school re-opened today in the “"Cottage Room”, a temporary building
@mtil the school is rebuilt. All the children present — two new
children admitted - each five years of ade.

*Turing the fire they managed to get the Headteachers desk out. The
whole desk was too big so they had to saw off its legs so that they

comld get it out of the door.”
( Jim Davies )

“#hen the school was burned down I remember my parents talking about
i#. It wmust have been a major catastrophe in this sleepy mountain
village. I remember the derelict building with a pieece Jjutting out
with ’Library’ in red letters."”

(Eileen Farr nee Altree )

“I have happy memories of my childhood and schooldays at Michaelchurch
School and will always be grateful that I was lucky enough to attend a
village school where discipline was strict but fair. I well remember
arriving at school with my brother one morning and finding no school
after the fire, the excitement of going to the Cottade Room and then
+he excitement of the evacuees from Liverpool increasing the number of

pupils.”

( Nancy MeCall )
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Elementary Education Sub-Committee Minutes 30th April 183¢
Your sub-committee regret to report the total destruction by fire or
the 24th March 1938 of the above named school and teachgra dwelline
house. They have authorised negotiations being entered into with the
owner of the building known as The Cottage Room, Michaelchurch. _for
the hire of such a building as temporary school accomodation subject
to the premises being approved by H.M. Inspectors as suitable f9r this
purpose. They have also expressed to Miss Isherwood, Heaqmlstresﬁ,
their thanks for the successful efforts made by her and a neighbour ir
savingd at great personal risk the School Log Book and Attendance
Redisters.

Education Finance Sub-Committee Minutes 30th April 193¢

In connection with the destruction of fire of this school on the 24th
March 1838 your sub-committee have considered applications for
rayments for;

1) Physical training clothes and shoes belonging tc
the children attending the school.

2) Woodwork  tools belonding to  the Handicraft
Instructor.

3) Text books and other special books for
instructional purposes belonging to the assistant
ieacher.

4) Piano, gramophone, hanging lamps, books and various

materials belonging to the Head Teacher.

And have passed accounts for payment amounting to £ 46 1s id.

School Log Book 27th May 1938

HMI Phillips wvisited the school this morning. He inspected the room in
wgéch-tha zghogé ig g:igs held until the new school is built. He did
n inspe e c drens work but was ve :

arrandements for lunch and dinner. T Blsened it

school Log Book

School will be closed tomorrow by order of ti ~  gwun:
shearing match will be held in the viliage. of the Managers as a local

Pade 4

PN R W IRt AT W ———




ewyas lacy
S B B

The History of Ewyas Lacy
Document Record

study group

2 [ ; VA Rk fi = . ¥, : » ,'" < i I-‘?» o'y ! | ..:,t‘, h"‘hlﬂ A " Phmit F ] il "._;:“I ,’;’-":
i L o = a,\_r, *
i)
H [ 4 g
\ ) ;n
» ‘{\
B’ %
. Elementary Education Sub-Compittee Minutes Znd July 1931 i
) Following destruction by fire of these premises the Cottage Room, Jaﬂ
Lh Michaelchurch has been rented as temporary school premises from Mr. 5

Trafford of Michaelchurch Court. The agreed rent is 25/~ per week. 5 %
portion of field adjoining the school haa been fenqed off as a B
playground and for physical exercises at a rent of £4. The tenancy z

commenced as from 19th April 1838 and the school re-assembled om i

(af S P

; N ;

L'} u ]
Salaries Sub-Committee Minutes 2od _July 193 o

Michaelchurch Escley Council School...Cleaners salary increased from " ;

£2 to £4 10s 0d as temporary measure from 25th April. .

Finance Sub-Committee Minutes 2nd July 1938 \‘3
Urgent. ..Michaelchurch Escley School and House..re-building..£2000

Schogl Log Book 21st July 1938

Mrs Cole (Supply Teacher) was exceedingly rude in school today in
front of the whole school. When I informed her later in the day that I
should report her to the Educ. Authorities she was very rude again.

School Log Baok 5th_September 1938 N
School re-opened after the holiday. 36/37 present.

School Log Book 5th October 1938 Aoy

Received orders from the School Correspondent that school is to be
closed tomorrow because of a local rloughing match.

EQMWEMS_.“MM@

Plans for the re-building of the above named school
submitted to the Board of Education who state that the ar?gzzaments
shown therson appear to be generally satisfactory but that one of the
classrooms falls below the area which the Board would normally be
prepared to accept. The Board of Education have been informed that
is very desirable that the size of the two classrooms should not b
altered having regard to the fact that the main classroom with ‘EE
present dimensions will be extremely useful for physical training i~

Builders are being invited b
re-building of the school, ¥ iR Senderi s s

o mm R W WL WL W OB B BE B B B W B W ww
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Education Finance Sub-Committee 22nd October

You sub-committee are pleased to report that the Insurance Comp
participating in the Consolidated Fire Insurance Policy have paid
sum of &£2250 12s 0Od being the amount of the Councils cla
connection with the destruction by fire of the School and Dwe
House at Michaelchurch Escley. The amount of insurance due was
and the Companies have paid an additional sum of £100 12s Oq ove
above the amount of the Policy in consideration of a premium ol
additional amount of the claim being paid for a period of 10 year:
nominal sum of about 12s.

Ed = a {41 22nd Qctober

Tenders submitted for the re-building of Michaelchurch Escley Cot
School.

Mr.C.Bowyer, Peterchurch £ 1760 Os
Messrs W.A.Greening and Son, Hereford £ 2298 Os
Mr.T.J.Watkins, Peterchurch £ 2600 Os
Messrs W.Powell and Sons, Hereford £ 2700 Os
Messrs Beavan and Hodges, Hereford £ 3065 Os
Messrs J.Evans and Son, Malvern £ 3725 Os

RESOLVED That the tenders be referred to a Special Committee

consisting of the Chairman of the Education Committee,
of the_ Buildings, Higher Education, Library and Fir
Sub-Committees, with the power to recommend a Tender for acceptanc
the County Council.

School Log Book 25th November

Two Aladdin radistors were delivered today.

School Log Book . 2050 D

School closes today for the dhristmas holi

idays to re- n
Sph. Twn. children leave school - one 14 years n; :::nangnthJan
will attain 14 years during the holidays. !

Date created: 29 January 2022 Page 43 of 61 ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_18.doc



ewyas lacy
S B B

The History of Ewyas Lacy
Document Record

study group

- .

School log Book Sth January 1939
School re-opened today. 6 children absent. 1 with Scarlet Fever.

| TN T

School Log Book 26th Japuary 1939

Terrific snowstorm and gale. Deep drifts on the roads and ?ields =
only six children arrived at school. After sivigg them @ot drinks they
were sent home again as the snow was still falling heavily.

-i'

"I was in Hereford shopping with Miss Isherwood to get some material
for a dress. We were watching the ice flows go down the River Wye_ 5
During the big freeze up the branches of the tree were breaking like
gunshots. Even the blades of grass were spikes of ice"

(Mrs Sylvia Jonea nee Howard)

On the recommendations on the Special Committee the County
Council at their last meeting accepted the tender of Mr. C. Bowyer
amounting to £1780 for re-building the above named school and house.
The Board of Education have approved the acceptance of Mr.Bowyers

tender, the cost to be met from the amount received from the Insurance
Companies.

The commencement of the work has been deferred to enable the Special
Committee to give furthur consideration to Mr.Bowyers tender.
The heating of the temporary school premises at the Cottage Room,

Michaelchurch, has been improved by the provision of Aladdin oil
radiators at a cost of £20 5s Od.

That the Special Committee be empowered to present to the County
Finance Committee an estimate for a Sum equal to the amount of the 2ng
tender, namely £2298, if it is found to be impossible to obtain a

ghe?per tender for the re-building of the school at Michaelchurch
scley. ) d h

Page 7
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___3rd February 19

School Log Book

The Attendance Officer called today. 25/32 present. Some childr
still unable to attend owing to blocked roads.

When talking to the former pupila we heard many stor&es gfleargumen
in front of the children between Miss Isherwood and Mrs. Cole.

Sohagl I o Znd March 19

This mornin because 1 asked Mrs. Cole not to disarrange o0
stockings I gad placed on the fireguard she put on her hat and coO
and said she was going home and never comlng.back to schuo; agail
When I informed her of the folly of such an action she remaln?d
school but went out at dinner time and came back to school late in t
afterncon. This is the third time she has informed me that she
going home and never returning.

School Log Book 17th_Maxch 19

Mr Williams, Physical Training Instructor for the County and an H
called at school today - as physical training has to be taken on t
road at present they watched the children there. They stated that t
work was quite good in spite of the many difficulties.

Sohogil 1 Bool 18th April 19

New girl admitted today - 6 vears of age. First attendance at school

Sehool-Admigsion Boole . _18th April 19
Name Date of Birth Address Parent/Guardian
Travers Olive 26.2.33 The Blainey John Travers

This little girl turns out to be Mrs. Olive I[lowells, the prese
school Cleaner in Charge.

Building and Fquipment Sub-Committee Minutes 22nd _April 19

Mr.C.Bowyer has withdrawn his tender for the re-building of th k
and dwelling house end the next lower tender, namely that of MZQ:EEQ'

W.A.Greening and Son, amounting to £2298 10s Od has b . accepted. T
work is in progress. een accephodtit
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Salaries Sub-Committee Minutes Otk July 1439

A npumber of out distance children who have not recently aptended any
school have been admitted and additional temporary assistance 1s
necessary to enable these backward children to receive special
instruction. Your sub-committee have authorised the appointment of a
temporary additional teacher to the 31st March 1940,

Your sub-committee recommend that the salaries gf the under mentioned
Supplementary Teachers be increased as shown taking effect from the
1st July next.

Michaelchurch Escley Council School

[y
)

Mrs D.M.Cole From £ B85 to £ 90

We had many old pupils refer to the conditions in the Cottage Room. It
was remembered as being a very dark and cold place, and they also
mentioned both boys and girls having to do P.E. out on the road.

" I started school at The Cottage Room with a big log fire in the main Y 5
part, freezing cold in the small class room. My teacher was Mrs.Cole
who had a nasty habit of rapping your knuckles with a ruler if you 4
didn’t sit up straight. I remember her knocking over the blackboard b Ly
and easle in temper because the Headteacher Miss Isherwood asked her R o
to move it. It was obstructing the light to the main classroom. It was A
very dark in there. I think the lighting was by oil lamps.” F |

(Eileen Farr nee Altree) T

Foe

“It suited Mrs Cole to have her blackboard at cne particular end of
the room opposite the window with the children between the light and
the board. This was in Miss Isherwood’s light so she asked Mrs Cole to
move it. Mrs Cole objected and the pupils were listening silently
waiting for the argument to finish. One face was red with anger and
the other white with temper"

(Mrs Sylvia James nee Howard)

Cabipet Hoom. Downing Street 3rd September 1938

"1 am speaking to you from the Cabinet Room of 10 Downi Street 1is
morning the British Ambassador in Berlin handed the Ge:‘man ame;nﬁ’;;i
a final note stating that unless we heard from them by 11’0 clock that
they were prepared _at once to withdraw their troops from Poland a
staﬁe.ofdwar would exist between us. I have to tell you now that no
such undertaking has been received and that cons n- ‘this Intry
is at war with Germany." ' sduently thin ceuntoy

o= [ Tl

(Prime Minister Chamberlain, speaking on BBC Radio)

g

Page 9
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. Bucking! Palace Ard September 1838

“Thi i erhaps the most fateful hour of our @istory. Oncg again the
Egizge ;g'zo cogfront the bondage of fear and fight for liberty and
justice. It is for +his high purpose that I now call my people at home
and across the seas who will make our cause their own. 1 ask them to
stand calm and firm and united in this time of trial.

= (The Kings speech delivered to every home in Britain)

< | % S

» e S\
) e 5 1] S 4 /

A new girl b years of ade admitted today. 47 now on the register.

School Admission Book 18th September 1938
Name Date of Birth Address Parent/Guardian
Travers Eileen 12.8.34 The Blainey John Travers
Education Committee Minutes __26%h October 1839

The Executive Officer reported that the re-building of the school was
nearing completion and asked for instructions as to a formal opening
of the buildings.

That there be an official openind of the rebuilt school and
that the following memebers of the committee be spescially requested to

& attend. The selection of date and time to be left to the Chairman in
1 consultation with the Director of Education and the Exescutive Officer
. vizi—

The Chairman :
Mr. J.J.S.Powell
Mr. W.J.Bray
Mr. J.Lewis

Page 10
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School Lod Book 31st Qctober 1939

The six children who are conveyed to school by car are all absent as
the driver has been unable to obtain petrol owing to war petrol
rationing. !

0.7

Education Committee Minutes 27th November 1939

I Mr. J.J.S.Powell reported that the offices at the re-built school
required considerable repairs, the estimated cost of which was £80 and
suggested that the school should be re-occupied as from the 4th

I December and the repairs to the offices carried out as soon as
possible, the formal ceremony to be left until such repairs are

I completed.

I Schoal Lo# Book 1st December 1939

School will be closed on Monday as the furniture etc is to be moved up
to the new building erected since the fire in March 1838.

"We watched with excitement the New School being built, having to pass ‘;' By
everyday and note the prodress. Then the drand opening and the lovely &) %
new tables and chairs for the infants class ( a lovely warm honey ;
c?lour, probably pine, ) and the warmth of the whole school with hot ‘
pipes and huge radiators. The bliss of dry coats after a soaking I,
getting to school, and a cloakroom with real wash basins and a reg all e ’
to myself ( what a luxury ).°

( Eileen Farr..nee Altree )

I; is in?eresting to note that 50 years on we still have the same
pipes, radiators and boiler. Unfortunantly the system is not as
efficient as it was then and the boiler has been condemned. We now
await for money to be made available for its replacement. L

School Log Book

5th December 1939

Scheool re-opened today in the new schoal.

Page 11
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Education Committee Minutes 20th December 1893

The Director of Education reported that the re-built schoocl premise
were occupied as from 4th December 1938.

In connection with the Teachers Dwelling House Mr. J.J.S.Powel
proposed, Mr. W.J.Bray seconded and it was resolved that the rent o
the Teachers Dwelling House be fixed at £15 per anpnum - plus rate
instead of £13 188 8d per annum inclusive as formerly.

From conversations with the former pupils it seems that the cane wa
used with some freguency if ink was spilt on the new carpets. One da
a girl eded 13 wass filling her ink pot and she spilt ink on Fh
carpet. Miss Isherwood was furious and she got out the cane. The dir
was called out and put across Miss Isherwood’s knee. She broke th
cane over the girls bottom. -

"At 11 years we wvere allowed to write with ink pen. The ink was i
powder form and was mixed with water in a jug. I% was a senior pupil’
job to fill the ink wells in the desks once a week, and woe betid:
anyone who spilled ink on the lovely new wooden floor or carpets. W
had a habit of shaking excess ink from the nib on to the floor"”

( Eileen Farr nee Altree

M%i

Received instructions from the Correspondent th i
. at th
close until Monday next owing to the severe weather eﬂndgtgggg?l i

30th Jenuary 194

School Log Book

With consent of the Chairman of Managers th 3
11.45 and afternoon session commenced at 1 e >
L e i 2.45 and school closed at

' ad to attend T -
Beryl Howard an inquest o
Mo::ay. vho was drowned her way to school o

7th February 194
NE session ended a
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' shall never forget classmate Beryl Howard beind drowned in the
r%vegéﬁShe sat by me, a giall girl with a fringe. She was handicapped
in some way. 1 think the tips of her finders on the right @and were
missing. She fell from a bridge goingd home from school into the
swollen river. She was teking a short cut home because her father had
promised her sweets. She was with a girl called Jessie Cole, who was
commended at the inquest because she toock a stick to measure the water
in the river and decided it was too deep for her to rescue poor Berrl.
This small girl walked down from St. Margarets to school, truly

amazi vh think about it."
e e e P ( Eileen Farr nee Altree )

Education Committee Minutes Bth March 1840

A letter dated 12th January was read from the Head Teacher agreeing_to
the increase in the rent for the Teachers Dwelling House but asking
that the Committee would bear half the costs of the rates.

RESOLYED That the Head Teacher be informed that the Committee are
unable to accede to her request.

"When we had air raid practices Miss Isherwood would blow a whistle
and each older child would take a younger child and run over into our
special places in the hedges and fields belonging to Firs Farm. We
would stay there until the air raid was over and the whistle was blown

again. "
m ( Mrs Nancy McCall nee Price}

&

"During the war years we carried gas masks and practised hiding in an
underground shelter, and in a deep dingle by the Cottage Room. I
walked to school down the fields, over the river bridege, up the other
side and down the road - a Jjourney of over a half an hour, in all
weathers. T remember walking to school one winter on top of deep snow,
with drifts over the hedges, and the trees cracking off under bhé
weldht of the frozen ice. My highlight was the baked : Mis
Isherwood caoked for our dinner. We each took a pota

cooked in the teacher’s home kitchen by her daily help.

lunch was sandwiches, mostly jam beceuse food was rati
short supply."” '

( Eileen Farr nee Altree )
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School Lod Baok 14th May 194

School re-opened today- Tuesday - by order of the Government - al.
holidays are cancelled. Only 26 children attended.

School Log Book 16th May 194

As the holiday arranged was now over all children at_school. Absenteet
made excuse they did not know they had to attend. This was untrue.

Children during the war years were alsc able to make a valuable
contribution to the war effort. As well as their gas masks the
children at Michaelchurch were alsc encouraged to bring into school
foxglove seeds which were sent away for processing into medicine, wool
off the barbed wire fences for salvage and straw and rosehips.

S

‘_‘

r _I "
School Log Book : 31m1m

Mrs_ Cole 1left school today for the duration of the war as she is
taking up nuraing on advice from Mr.Lewis Chairman of Managers.

"The school must have been brand new wvhen I arrived - there was a
small room and the big room where the dreaded Miss Isherwood reigned
supreme!. I lived a long way from the school, at Lower Llanon,
Urishay, and I am never likely to forget the long walk svery morning
th::.-ough the fields of Kefn Kest, down the banks and over the river
Bridge below the farm nearest the school where the Powell family
lived. '{‘here was no transport of any kind in those days - just a few
older children from other farms who were supposed to keep an eye on
the little ones. My father had died during the snows and cold of 1939
so our family was in crisis. Nevertheless I owe a lot to the 1littie
school where, as far as I can remember, there were about 33 pupils. "

P
(V Rose Wood
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1di | Eouioment Sub-Coumittee Minutes 6th July 1940

ich amounted to
t the tender of Messrs W.A.Greening and' Sons, wb}c )
?1’36 ?;s 3d, be accepted for re-conditioning the offices, and repailrs
to boundary walls, concrete paving and entrance gates.

County Expenditure Sub-Committee Miputes . 24th June 1940
A report from the Director of Education that the undermentioned
teachers were serving with the Womens Auxiliary Forces.

Mrs D.M.Cole...Michaelchurch Escley Council School.....as from 1/6/40

Building and Equipment Sub-Committee Minutes 19th October 1940

Tenders for repairs have been accepted.

W.A.Greening and Sons.......renewal of WC pans ;
& . . .....re-construction of drainade and flushing
system

£42 14s Od

.Repairs to boundary walls and walls of

tank room

£18 6s Od
Very considerable difficulties have been experienced in finding school
cleaners at a number of schools owing to the low rate of payment, and
it has been necessary to vary the rates of payment in the followind
cases.

Michaelchurch Escley (weekly) from £13 Os Od to £15 Os Od (1/1

Additional payments have been approved to cleaners for
occasioned by the admission of evacuees. : :
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School Log Book 9th December 194
39% children at school - whooping cough epidemic.

School Lodg Book 12th December 194

School closed by order of the Medical Officer until January 6th.

School Log Bopk 13th Janusrv 1941

School closed until today, 13th January by order of the Medical
Officer. 8till a number of children absent.

Throughout the months of January and Febru
difficulty in the village. Th
Log Book highlighting the numbar
finished early and the children sent home.

School Log Bogk

The Director called at school today arranging for accomodation for
évacuees from Liverpool. ‘

School Log Book

; [ 18.doc
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' We tried to locate our evacuees by writing a letter to the Liverpool
f= Echo and having a piece on the Billy Butler "Whers are You Now ¢ Pyip
b 1 programme on BBC Radio Merseyside. Unfortunantely we did not hear from b L L
any of them but we did get letters from Bootle evacuees who were sent l‘i#vi
i to villages near ug, : " il

%2 " I was evacuated at the ade of 7 in June
B : 1941 after the May Blitz. We were bombed
1 for 8 nights on the run. Other children
and I were transported from Lime Street
Station to Hereford, then to a larde e ™
hall. We were tired and sad having to i dts,
leave our families and home town. People e
were at the hall waiting for us to e
arrive. These people were to become our "
foster parents. I was very lucky to be 4
chosen by the Harding family. They looked
" after me very well and treated me like 1
one of their own. My most treasured \
memories was watching the farmers dipping
their sheep and thrashing the hay. My
foster parents took me to see some lovely
places. I recall Hereford, Builth HWells
and Hay-on-Wye. which I grew to love in

the 2 years I was there."”
{ Mr J.Garrett )

' "I was sent with my brother Donald to your area. We stayed for four
years with the late Mr. and Mrs. Pritchard at their home in Newton. I
seem: to remember it was called Upper Court and Lower Court. We spent
happy times there and were sad to hear they had passed on. The
Pritchards were very good to us and wanted us to stay after the war
but that was not possible. We are also very grateful to all of you in
the area for making us welcome and looking after us." )

( G.R.Moffatt )

School Log Bogk 2 b5th Jupe 1941

School reopened (after Whitsun holiday) 3 evacuees and one local child
admitted. Miss Joyce (Bootle) absent owing to illness, i

Bohiosl AduPasien Bool

Carlin Mary 01d House
McNully Maureen 31. 7.32 Old House
McNully Aileen 0Old House
Yeomans Pster 30. 7.36 Upper House

Page 18

Date created: 29 January 2022 Page 54 of 60 ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_18.doc



ewyas lacy

S B B

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

study group

Behool Lod Book 2nd July 1941

Three evacuees taken home today. Mother came to school for them.

Reference to the Admission Book shows these children to be Hamnah,
Theresa and Vera Talant

School Log Book 7th July 1941

Two private evacuees admitted from London today.

School Admission Book 7th July 1941
Name Date of Birth Address Parent/Guardian

Dossett Donald 18.11.34 The Mill Thomas Henry
Dossett Dorothy 1.11.38 The Mill Thomas Henry

School Loz Boock 25th August 1941

School reopened (it had been closed since 11th July) 4 local children
absent and 3 evacuees. 2 evacuees returned to Bottle during holidays.

School Log Bogk 26th September 1941

Received instructions from Correspondent that the school is to close
next week to allow the children to pick potatoes.

School Lo Book : i oL 7th October 1941
A girl admitted - unofficial evacuee - aged 7.

School Admission Book
N Dat £ Birth \dd .
Shotter Veronica  10. 6,34 The Gate,Urishay
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? ____ School Log Book 13th November 194:
4 School closes tomorrow as building is being used for distribution of
s ration books.
BT School Admigsion Book 2nd December 194,
Name Date of Birth Address Parent/Guardian 7
Hughes Vincent 2. 8.32 The Grove Mr.Lewis P
% School Lod Boogk 19th December 194

Schocl closes today for the Christmas holiday to reopen on Wednesday
Jan 7th. A party is being held for local and evacuee children.

CZE

January 194:

Once again January proved to be a month of heavy snows with man
entries in the log book referring to closures and poor attendance.

unruly group of the pupils due to the 1ack of di:
previous head teacher. When attempting to give Jim Pr:
some mis—conduct, he snatched the cane and broke it C
Miss Isherwood then sent Geoffrey Cooper to cut a
the hedge. When Geoffrey returned with it he vas
long about it and was the first to feel the >
Isherwood was very strict I don’t think any of us
life. The cane was used in deserving cases. :
teaching all 7 to 14 year olds without any mis
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School Log Book drd July 1942

School closes today for 3 weeks to enable children to help with hay
making.

“I have much to thank Michaelchurch School for, es?ecially'the
teachers. I think Miss Isherwood equipped each one of us with a thirst
for learning, and a love of books. When Fairfield Manor contents were
sold she bought many of the books, which I helped unpack and store on
top of the cupboard. We were allowed to borrow them if we toog great
care. I left school at 14 years and stayed home to help with my
vounger brother. Then I left to train as a State Registered Nurse at
the General Hospital, Hereford. I mixed with many people who had
perhaps a superior education to me, but Michaelchurch stood me in ggod
stead. I look back with fond, happy memories to my schooldays and with

gratitude for my education.”
{ Eileen Farr nee Altree )

i e Rei

The following pupils were attendind Michaelchurch School during the
period 1938 - 1942 (excluding evacuees).

Name Aduitted = . . . Jeft. ..

DAVIES James 23.12.38
ALTREE Freda 23.12.38
PRITCHARD Marjorie : 3i. 3.39
HOWARD Sylvia 13. 4.40
LEWIS Wilfred 21912539
FRANCIS Colin 4. 8.39
HOWARD Trevor 5. 7.40
HOWELLS Jessie 28. 6.40
CHRISTOPHER Leslie 5. 7.40
PRICE Phyllis 21. 3.40
PRITCHARD Henry 10. 4.41
COLE James a4
CHRISTOPHER Mary 11. 7.41
PRICE Maud 10. 4.41
PRICE Eileen 11.12. 40
JONES Arthur 27.

COLE Jessie 26.
ALTREE Kenneth :
POWELL Georgina

PRICE Nancy

LEWIS Olive

COOPER Donna

PRITCHARD Cecil

GWILLIM Glennis

BRIDGES Dennis
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¢ onte | GOOD ATTENDANCE
f‘.zl ' During the YC-HR ending ARty lq%e
: ‘ Scbool Opened s times.
Hitendance btde tmes,
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Observations:
None
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