ewyas lacy
S S S

W The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

study group

Held at: Private Collection

Reference: TGC2

Source: Guest Contribution

Title: Digital Archive: Tony Gray Collection 2 - Documents, Research Notes

and Working Papers relating to Properties in the Upper Escley Valley;
Files 1900/ 7-16

Place name: Michaelchurch Escley
Date: 1900s
Description:

Photographs of part of a research portfolio of working papers, documents and other
material relating to studies by Tony Gray of properties and ownership in the Upper Escley
Valley, principally in the parish of Michaelchurch Escley, from the 15" century to the
present day. Links to other parts of the portfolio can be found in the Index at
http://www.ewyaslacy.org.uk/doc.php?d=rs_mic_0668

Date created: 29 January 2022 Page 1 of 60 ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc


http://www.ewyaslacy.org.uk/doc.php?d=rs_mic_0668

ewyas lacy

S By B

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

study group

Date created: 29 January 2022 Page 2 of 60 ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc



ewyas lacy

S By B

study group

Date created: 29 January 2022

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

Deai Villoms

/
See aflie

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY

walls are panelled to more than half the height, and
above the panelling they have ornamental plaster-work
(Plate 186) which is continued over the ceiling ; the
design is formed of conventional vine-stems with grapes
and rosettes; on the 5. side are the letters MLCEN.P.
and the date 1602; on the W. side is a grotesque
face. In the N. wall of the house is a doorway with
a heavy oak frame and panelled door with ornamental
strap-hinges. Inside the building, some timber framing
and ceiling-beams are exposed. The hall, dining-room
and other rooms are lined with 16th and 17th-century
panelling.

The Fishpord, joo yards EN.E. of the house, has
been formed by raising a bank to dam a small stream
which flows into a mill-race by the side of the Escley
Brook. This bank is on the E. side of the pond and
returns for a short distance at either ¢nd, where
advantage has been taken of the natural slope of the
ground towards the stream to form a roughly triangular
enclosure ; the N.W. side has been artificially searped.
The pond is now dry.

Condition—Of house, good, much altered.

MoxuMeNTS (3-28)

The following monuments, unless otherwise
described, arc of late 16th or early 17th-century date,
and of one storey with attics or two storeys; the
walls are of stone rubble and the roofs are covered
with stone slates or modern slates. Most of fthe
Luildings have czposed bewas in the cohings and
original chimpey-stacks.

Condition—Gaood or fairly goed, unless noted.

=
o3 b(i){-vg%—”” with smithy adjoining W. end, 6o yards
5.5.E. of the church. The E. wall of the house is
timber-framed with brick nogging, but the other walls
have been encased with later stonework. The smithy
was added prabably late in the 17th or early in the
18th century, and there is a modern addition at the W.
end and the back of the house. Tnside the building
is an old cross-partition consteucted with heavy cham-
fered posts and narrow vertical wood panels.

Y4). Bridge Farm, house, 4o yards S. of the church,
is of two storeys with attics and cellar. It is: built on
an L-shaped plan with the wings extending towards
the S.E. and S.W. It appears to have been altered,
and was probably enlarged and heightened in the
18th century. s
~ Us). Ty-Mawr, house and barn, 820 yards ENI.

of the church. The Heuse is timber-framed with brick

nogging on a stonc base, but the lower past of the

MN.W. wall has been refronted in stone. Later stone

farm-buildings have been built at either end of the

house, .
2 D—{d0)

o

( 201 )
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The Barne, S. of the house, s of stoge and of the
17th century, with a modern iron roof.

/5’(6)‘ Wern Farm, house, 280 yards S. of (5), is of
17th-century date, but has heen altered and partly
refronted in modern times.

AU, Rockyfold Farm, house, sqo yards S. of the
church, is of L-shaped plan, with the wings extending
towards the N. and E. The N. end of the N. wing
forms a cattle-shed with a loft above, and this wing
‘has been extended farther N. in modern times.  Some
of the doorways and windows retain their old woed
frames. Inside the building is an original timber
partition with heavy oak posts and narrow \'c:rttc:al
panels. A doorway to the S.E. staircase has a solid
frame and a shaped inner head.

-~ b8). Oldlonse Farm, house, 160 yards NNV, of
(7), was probably a timber-framed building. 1t has
since been encased in stone and has been added to at
cither end and at the back, Inside the building, in
both the end walls of the principal zround-loor room,
is an original door-frame with a four-centred head.

~ o). ey Coftage, tj020 yards N.NW. of rthe
church, was a timber-framed building of r7th-century
date. Late in the 18th or early in the 19th century it
was converted into a school and tenement, added to
and largely altered.

~Uxo). Grove Fearpr, house, abour + m, W. of (o),
was built in the 17th century, but has been remodelled
and heightened in modern times.  Inside the building,
on the ground flooy, i an original tmber pariition
with stop-chamfered framing and' long vertical panels
between the posts.

i Y1), Firs Farm, house, 370 yards N. of (10); was
built during the first half of the 17th century on an
L-shaped plan with the wings extending towards the
S. and W. The 8. wing was extended southwards
late in the 18th century, and the house has been @

in modern times. In the N. wall is an original win

of five transomed lights with moulded wood £
and mullions, and a deorway with a roughly furmed
four-centred arch, There are two similae de ;
on the other side of the house. "
ATYaz). Cofucist Farm, house, 685 yard

(r1), is of 17th-century erigin, but was lirge {
and in part rebuile in the early years of the p
century.

A Uas). Hoft Farm, house, 3 m. N

of (10), was |
ampdelled

carly in the 17th century, but has been

heightened in modern times. At
the same roof as the house i
wall is an old window, fi [
diamond-shaped mulli

7 A4 Onaker's Farn
of (_'13). The H‘qﬂ# W
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on an L-shaped plan with the wings extending towards
the S. and E, Shortly after a lean-to addition was
added along the whole of the N. side, and the E. end of
this has been extended towards the N. in modern times.
The E. front has a small porch with a lean-to toof
carried on a stop-chamfered angle post. The entrance
doorway (Plate 35) in the wall behind has a heavy
chamfered frame and an original nail-studded doot
of heavy planks hung on two ornamental strap-hinges.
Some of the windows have their original chamfered
wood frames and mullions, and one in the S. wall is
moulded. The chimney-stack on the S. end of the
S. wing is surmounted by two square shafts set
diagonally.

‘The Barn, S.E. of the house, retains two crutch-
trusses, probably of 1jth-century date, and a few old
timbers in the framing, but has otherwise been almost
entirely rebuile.

%(15). Lower House Farm, house, about } m. E. of
(14), was built in the 17th century on a rectangular
plan with gabled wings on either side of a lower central
block. The 8.W. end appears to have been extended
towards the N.W., shortly after the house was built.
On the N.W. froat are some old windows with cham-
fered frames and mullions, including one of four
transomed and mullioned lights. Inside the building
the exposed joists in the central ground-loor rooms
are grooved at the angles.

=~ (x6). Barp, at Upper House, 250 yards N. of (15),
is party stone and partly of weather-boarded timber-
framing. It has later additions and has been partly
zebuilt in modern times.

Condition—Poor.

/:(17). Pen-tuyn, cottage and batn, 300 yards N.N.W,
ot (16). The Cottage has been altered, probably in
1782, which date appears on a fireplace. The entrance-
doorway in the S. wall has a moulded frame, and in
the N. wall is the old frame of a five-light window,
but only one of the diamond-shaped mullions remains.
Inside the building is an original timber partition with
heavy posts and narrow vertical panels. The ceilings
of the ground-floor rooms have moulded beams.

%18). Lower House Farm, house, batn and stables,

7 on the 8. side of Escley Brook, + m. NLN.W, of (;},

is of ryth-century date. The House has been entirely
modernised.

The Barn is of weather-boarded timber-framin, 5
the roofs are covered with corrugated iron. Intem'aﬁy
it is divided into four bays by crutch-trusses which
rise from the ground to the apex of the roof. The
Stables retain their old doorways with heavy oak
frames. : :

Condition—Of farm-buildings, derelict,

MICHAELCHURCH ESCLEY

~a(rg). Clothier Farm, house, 1,020 yards N.E. of
(17), was temodelled and extended at the W. end to
form a stable in the 17th or early in the 18th century ;
at the same time, or slightly latet, a S. wing was added
at the S. end of the house. Some of the windows
have original wood frames, but only one retains its
old mullions. .

(20, Glibes Farm, house with a barn adjoining it
at either end, § m. N.W. of (17). The House was
built probably & 16oo. It was later extended at the
L. cng by the erection of a bakehouse, the E. end of
which was connected up to the E. barn by a covered
way. Later in the 17th century a one-storeyed exten-
sion was built at the W, end of the house, and the W.
barn was probably built at the same time. In the N.
wall is a doorway with an original stop-chamfered
frame and the old frame of a five-light window which
retains only one of its mullions. Inside the building
all the partitions are of the local type with stop-cham-
fered framing and tall, narrow panels between the posts.

The E. Barp has a timber-framed and weather-
boarded N. wall. The W7. Barn was extended towards
the S. and partly rebuilt early in the 18th century.

Condition—Poor.

¥ 4(21), Blasnaw, two cottages, 320 yards W.S.W. of
(20). The northernmost cottage was built in the 16th
century on a T-shaped plan with the cross-wing at the
N. ead. A porch was added on the B. side of the S.
wing probably late in the 17th or early in the 18th
century. Inside the building the oak partitions are
of the local type. One of the ceiling-beams in the
upper floor is supported on shaped and enriched
brackets. The southernmost cottage is now used as
a shed and has been re-roofed with iron. It has an
old chamfered oak door-frame and an original fiye-
light window with diamond-shaped mullions, Inside
the building is an otiginal timber partition,
Condition—Of N. cottage, poor; of S, cottage, bad.

~

%(22). Old Kates, cottage and barn, 7
(21). The Cotiage is of early 17th- 740 date
Is now used as a farm-store and has been partly re-
roofed with iron. One doorway and a window retai
thin, old oak frames, Inside the ‘building,
. ak

end of the central cross-wall,
with an arched head, and thete is :
to the winding staircase. 'The st
with heavy oak baulks for treads.
The Barn, . of the cottage, is
bays.b{erma pairs of crutch-

Condition—Of cottage and bax L, P

" W23). Great Cefn Farm, house
W.SW. of (2a). The House

Page 4 of 59
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£. 1677, which date appears on the fatm-buildings, Tt

has a lower addition at the N. end.
doorway has an old oak frame, and
mullioned windows remain.

The entrance-
some old oak

The Barn, N.E. of the house, is in four bays with a

stable and loft, of two bays, adjoining on the B. The
walls of the barn are pierced with narrow loop-lights
and the roof-trusses are of queen-post type. In the

G

Date created: 29 January 2022

S. wall of the stables are three old doorways with
solid wood frames and rough stone labels. On the
lintel of the middle doorway is inscribed the date

1677. The barn is probably a little earlier in date
than the stables.

£ %(24). Lower Llan-Rosser, house, s50 yards N. of
(23), is of 17yth-century date. The entrance-doorway
and some of the windows have old oak frames; the
latter have chamfered mullions, and one window
refains its old leaded glazing. Inside the building is
an old oak partition.

9(25). Tyny-gwynt, house, now used as a cow-house
and farm building, nearly } m. E.S.E. of (24), is of early
17th-century date. Inside the building are some old
partitions with closely set timbet-studding.

Condition—Poor.
2 26). Caeiron, house, 1,200 yards NW’ of (24);
has the date 1681 carved on a stone in the E. wall.
Though this is probably the date of its erection, the
house has been much altered in modern times.

-~ 4(27). Oldhay Farm, house, nearly § m. N.E. of
(20), was built not later than the 15th century, possibly
as a timber-framed building, but the walls have since
been rebuilt in stone. About 1600 it was remodelled,
extended towards the N.E. and a chimney-stack
inserted ; the porch on the S.E. front and the lean-to
addition at the back of the house are possibly also of
this date. In the addition is one old two-light window
with a chamfered oak frame and rough stone label.
Inside, the building is divided into four bays by otiginal
crutch-trusses.

Condition—Practically derelict.

" ua28). Upper Pen-y-park, house and bara, 1 o
N.N.W. of (27). The House has been pattly rebuilt,
and the remaining portion of the original structure
has been gutted to form a stable.

The Barn, N.E. of the house, is probably of late
15th-century date. In the walls are small loop-lights.
Inside, the building is divided into five bays by crutch-
trusses; the two end-bays are slightly narrower than
the middle-bays.

Condition—OFf house, almost ruinous;
poor.

of batn,

( 203 )
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MOCCAS

UNCLASSIFIED :(—

“"(29). EArraworg (Plan, p. xxxiv), called the Camp,
on the W. border of the parish, about 1} m. N.W. of
the church, consists of an oval-shaped enclosure sur-
rounded by a rampatt which at the E. end hasa broad,
flat top. The enclosure stands on a rough tetrace or
platform of irregular oval shape, the scarp of which
joins the rampart at the N. end of the enclosure. The
putpose of this earthwork is uncertain, but it was pro-
bably a defensive post of some kind, though certainly
not a camp as its name would imply.

Condition—Poof.

50 MOCCAS (B.b.).
(0.8, 6 in. @XXXIL, N.W., ®XXXII, §.W.)

Moceas is a village and patish g} m. W.N.W. of
Hereford, The church is the principal monument.

ECCLEBSIASTICAL —

a(1). Paris CrurcH oF St. MICHAEL AND ALL
Ancrrs (Plates 187, 188) stands on a mound near the
right bank of the Wye. The walls are of coursed and
squarcd Iocal white calcarcous tufa with some sandstone
dressings ; the roofs are covered with stone slates. It
was built about the second quarter of the 12th century
and is still complete except the W, wall, which may have
been rebuilt. A 8. porch was added in the 14th or
15th century.

The church is of interest as a complete rzth-century
building, and among the fittings the 14th-century
monument and glass are noteworthy.

Architectural Description—The Apse (12} fr. by
12 ft.) has a chamfered plinth and _stting-cours_é: below:
the window-sills. The thtee windows are original
and have jambs and splays of two orders, round heads,
chamfered imposts to the splays and cheveron-ozna-
ment on the rear-arches, The apse-arch is semi-
circular and of two orders, the inner plain and the
outer enriched with cheveron-orn ; the responds,
of two plain orders, have chamfered imposts.

"The Chancel (19 ft. by 161 ft.) has in the N, and S,
walls a late r3th or early r4th-century window of two
trefoiled lights, and a trefoil, all with soffit-cusping,
in a two-centred head, with a moulded label; the
heads are partly restored. The chancel-arch is se
circular and of two orders, both enriched with cheves
ornament, set flat on the inner and on edge on the
outer order; the responds of two plain orders have
moulded imposts with diapered enrichment.

The Nave (55 ft. by 22 ft.) has, in both the N. and
S, walls, two windows, the eastetn is of cearly 14th-

ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc
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p— vucuu,wm UOUBLI:
SHOOTING TRAGE \)
AM

A RURAL DR

FARMER AND me
A e T
NIGHT OF TERROR AT LONELY
' HEREFORDSHIRE FARM.

—_—

The double mquest into tha tmgmwents of Inst Friday night, at o
!  Bouth Herefordshire district of Michael-
ult of which a man and n woman were shot
d on Tucs.dn} by the Coroner for South Herefordshire (M. E. L
Wallis); in the Llanrosser Primitive Methodist Ehapel. e
As reported in the speeinl edition of the Horeford Times on Snturday,
the victims weres
Mrs. Beatrice Maddy, aced 0, widow, of Brmt Cefnn Farm,
Michaelehurch Escley; and
Wﬂllam Price, farmer, aged 40, of Pikes Fnrm. .Mm&aclchurch
ey,
\mr% Tost his wife some eleven years ‘ngo, ﬂhnut 'ifhe mme
‘Mrs. Maddy lost her husband, and Pries lad rvecently been paying
attentions to Mrs, Muddy. Prico hnd twe ehx!d.rm, and \Ers \{fuidy o
daughter of about 11 years and a baby.
! While sitting in the kitchen ‘of Great Cefn Farm, aheut 0° teloek nh
Frid nlzht, with her 70-year-old mother, her daughter, and baby, Mrs.

S| feeling very much hurt ‘hecause 1 l!'lt

~ “WOULD NOT MARRY HIM.

The Coroner: After the baby came, did
tie want to marry ber?

Witness: He during the last couple
of weaks., She would have married him
before the boby enme but as ha would pot
she wounld pot msrry him aﬂerwnrds.

b Jor;ea. “?tha fahxg
dauglhter talked about giving 0
ahdslenvma ths ‘meighbourboud. She said
it she conl: nu: up with llaving the child
and having it registered, she could put ap
vm.h it sftartns:[s e Pride andr gﬁa

name of the child, bnt my dnught\'.r was

born and registered illegitimate.

1Pr?':mmiu:ig. Mrs, ﬂi!nnu. said :
daughter wos very m luﬁﬂo

dmtslct and a lte chapel in which
tha lhtgqruzu wnslﬁsmu, _lmid.

e distr.
(‘nme did the
danghter, m- did f] visit her?"
ﬁ They u.mn ta hqt. bot she
‘mever went out.

 They gngn.te little Bethel |
whu:h d1d mb et}:‘:f,l remarked

umi-ha.nk thu dﬂ mfe i thﬂ
ng T an
m] 11 a.m}s he baby, were |
the kﬁehen at abont 840, The little girl |
sajd thers was someone at the door. but
witness said she did not hear anyone,
and Mrs, Maddy agrveed witl her.

“MAMMA IS DEAD."

MOEEAGr L 4 oa ey

B'M-.:SBE'_.',-: .'ﬁa'ia P

in her seat os a result of gunshot wounds, the gun having e
window. Half-nn-hour Iater there were fort] 2
ports or a gun, m.a fo doad outside the house with tcn#‘ s
injuries to the face and the. guu‘“l'; ng by his sider
Tlm jury rgtu.rned a verdict in rezard fo the death of Mrs. Maddy
of *¢'n il “in n sudden transport of passion,”™ ‘and in regard to
Price a vorﬁi&% of “felo-de-se ™ (guilty of self-murder) ras-returned

=D

Pronudmﬁ, witness said: * T will
1 unlocked the door. Thi
was no-ong to be seen and no-one s
Betore I had time to get

¥oont one of the vindmrs

. e

a ; v s 5
SEPARATE INQUESTS. ahthe oo m‘?ﬁ"ﬁ&iﬁ
e
© Abouy uau-an-h\m umm mg du ht:s., ﬁrr: e.I .ntv‘u ;:: b

0

W hot 1 heard two more g m sound | =
Liwfs Bmﬂmgﬂands. | e

155616 il il T bk B9 Fhe s Fou |

- tuse, and then made o to me 3
BUNMES, whers e atu go%r ‘E%x >
'Imurs in tercor,

ock we u:piured ‘*o go out |
A mg bour, 4, (Hlark " LLANVEYNOE
hoitt way 1 eddi Saye o
o ull! w),hg . = Lch ng =L ;‘\ N\m\:s.:g T:[{h}m we
nigh

a?ul Ay, ‘\Ih3
“eldest son ot
%‘ 0 S

-1
uﬁ;th: ;ignht?;dajrlw!
a k
t?na bdn%' see the bod

1| 11year-old dauguter of the Intter,
. | Wwas wounded i ber h&ﬂ‘m
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“WOULD NOT MARRY HIM.»

The Coroner: After the baby came, did

he wwa.nt to marr lhar . i
1d during the last couple

of weolts. She would bhave married him
before the baby came bu
she would not marry hi

lrncendm;i bra. " Jones amd
dangiiter talked about giving up the farm
and Len\'mg the neighbourhoud. She said
if sie could put up wttu having the child
a0d having it umsmmd she could pgt uu
with it afterwards,” — Pride
dnughter discusged the question ef t.lu:
name of the ehild, but my daughter was
g:’elmg ;ery mucﬁd 'h“;" tIi)ecatuei:a it was

rn and register egitimate

P M ‘&m -anid her

district, and attended the o

e Coroner- 1 am going to put t.hi- for
tho credit of the district.. Wh the
came, did the chapal peofli mka}'our
deughter, or did her?

itness: 'I‘]wy came to hur, but she
never went out!

* Then all honouz- to the little Bethel
which did nut forsake her,” remarked
the Cordne

Dmdl‘jmz f.‘hn lhnobing affair, witness
said she and her danghter nud the glrl

ged 11, nml the ha
| the, htehen av about 830 The litﬂ\a gm
nig” wmi o daar,

¥nr anyane,
'@—MAHMA 18

Procesding, witness said:
andrue, I!l%l ‘unlocked the «
was no-one to L
PBetore | bad time e
room one of the windows was breken.
and tha lm-u barrels of a gun were fired
“ty daughter dropped from the chair or
to the baby, who was sleeping in the
cradle. | got my danghter by the shon!
der and ﬁn lad her off i.!ur cradie.and put
T e she did not
a.nswcfra nnd the lltt c rl ‘h?:l;'tullr

o
?-::;Ise :::d. onrried it tn the side oi‘ thm
fire. I was frightened and a bit

LLANVEYNOE
Wedding.—n Wm'lma\.ug of last week
ihe wedding took place
Jenkins, third danghter of Mr. and Mrs.
H. Jenkins, Litt Cwmi, Llan‘;mtme,
. Albcl‘t Williom (e
of M. amd Mrs
Highleadon, t
s given mmy Ly hel fatlier,
k satin, with hat and
W white gloves, She ear-
mk and white
mragus fern, Miss Doris
ister of the hride, was brides
he wore a (ress of hine flornl
th hot and shoes to match., Her
bonquet was of pink tulips. M. Godfrey
| Heath, brother of the 'bridegroom, was
best man, and Mr, Ceeil Jenking, hother
o the bride, aoled as usher. Mis, Thainy
Willimns (hride's sister), was organist,
and fwo hymns were sung, “ The Viice
that br I o'er Eden,” and 7 Father,
all ereating.”™  Tha wedding march was
flaved a5 tlia  bridal party left  the
nreh. A reception was held ot the
do's home. nlnul Intér iu the doy Mr.
berd Mrs. A, W,

byide,
wore & dress of

Heath left hy cm.- for
astml-ﬁt:m-t«-\lnre. whete the Tionay-
Con is heing spent, Tho bride thevelel
W uavy E‘-u-iurra.l costunie, with hat and
nhm to mateh, aml white silk I:Im;ue,
# mumerous presenfs, clicgues and any.
tatulutory  telerimms  vovoived  w ik

Date created: 29 January 2022

18
daughter was very el respected in the | -
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Witn
donmr.} ronaad AMr.

reached at 3.

Ha found th.e doors shut, but the front
donr unlattked Going m, he saw Mrs,

li in & pool of blood iJn the

k:tnhen ooy, h;r a eradle 30 front of the
fire. He saw that tl\e hott’om of the win-
dow was emached and 3 the
floor,  There sore sha mnr'&ﬂ
sido of the fireplace and on' i ‘Hide ¢
the settle, Having assisted the  doctor,

Prica lying insido the gote at the

face downwards. with a double- Iurrelled
gun under him, There were two empty
cartridges in the Fn,
one em one
moved Price's bodg
in the rockets fou
While they were there,

told them what - had J.|-!J

had houae n
company with Mr. John Price, a'brather,
and found a lel.i\nr wiitten on-a n:xqp of
paper torn from-an almanack,

he writing,

kad no real bea
though it showed very
Mrs. Maddy, was plac
but not made public
oi a disordered brain, am] e

persons m hnned he d;? not proposs

Lhnt it. nnu]d be made

Mr, ur Beecliy Lew‘la, .
House, Mmhactchm

Ticd lying on the zrnund He gave as
sistance and fetelied
little girl Lack from

he Coroner: Tlad Price su
to vou about his intentions *—No, noth
illiam Samuel Morris, of Peterchurch,
gave evidence dr;iving the doetor,
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an end to
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which the jury cnnid
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After a short deliberation, tlie jury
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verdict m; le,
‘unuld “ﬁ?ﬁ ect but smt

| gffp

llenv trang|

Page 9 of 59

Morsis and pot. hif
to drive tiwm H:- “the Luﬁn,“rhlg:h they &

they wont round the house and. fouml
and he pmlmi up 8
Lo

Mrea. Jones ye-:

Mrs. Jones and the j

wished {o find a verdict ngainst Pnot of B

ent tlm’ghm a8 no eﬂdml;g‘
jury subsequently amended ﬂw: '

ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc



ewyas lacy

S B

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

study group

SEQOND INQUEST.

THE
The dnguest upon the Lody of Price,
was then proceeded with, : 5
Ar. John Price, of Uld [Touse, Michael-
church, a brother, gave evidence of iden-
titication  Deccased was a  widower, &
years of age, and left two children. Mr.
Vrice sawl bis  brother - had -never
threatened to do away with himselt, and
there was no imsapity in the tamily, He
was not subject to outbnrats of n.
and witness could not account for his
committing e dreadful® acts. 2 .
Dr. McAlichael sail he was present
when the body of Price was found Ly
Mr. Arthur Lewis at the back of the
fiouse. 1t was carried into the housé,
where witness made an esamination. It
appeared as if he had placed the muzzle
the gun into his mouth and pulled
i for a good deal of the face
the head were blown away

e , no doubt, instantaneous
ividence was again g1 2. Moss
regarding the dis of the

R
in summing r? Mroner
g

hasised the t, in his opinion, that

ere was mp evidence of insanity, but !
told the 'u;g that if they could, con-
sostentls. With tho oath they’ had tik

en,
say that Price was of unsound mind
they were entitled to do so. PA N
i The jury zet ed a verdict of ** felo- &

hy with the two families was
¥ the jury and the Coroner.
E TWO FUNERAL SERVICES,

Pathetic scenés were witnessed - when
the funerals of the vie im?k of the trogedy
nglike

to “to and i
| the fields. fnmily ers walked
| to the waiting motor-cars, which followed
4| the lorty bearing the twg' coffins. along
the rough and winding narraw roadway
w\l\l’m]l:mhhm&. tontn S h

At the entrance to the village church-
yard, the coffin of Mrs. Mmy. laden
with beautiful wreaths, was taken into
ameient and picturesque church, pre-

the ly mourners which = in-

. P i W e e o e P i =

M:rs.bA. P
i n-{gwW and sigter);
d_ond’ sy, Prics. - (sistersd
M. and Mrs. A, Maddy. . ha

(vicar of Sti rgaret's with Alichae

church Escley). Ea J R
As ourners loft the ghurch for
v ?numher- of genoral ©!
ined e %ﬁé
t vely . wi :

ndmother by, .t
Ei‘;‘:aam -lmndsfvrmllgiaaa Eﬁvg'l}a
rf f l.‘nc_J;_.
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PARMERAND wfu)'_ow,'- el

| ."::';‘;RRUR AT LONELY |
HEREFORD$HLRI:. FARM. | =}

¥

The double inguest lnl:o the “Ha gm oveuts oE lmt Fndny mght, at a
“loncly farmsiead at the remote. uth Herefordshire district “of Michael- -
church Iiscler, as a rmn‘tibﬁtﬁ_ A ‘man and & woman were shot “dead, ;
‘was, held on ‘Tuesday- by1th 'for South Herefordshm (Mr E. L. B
'Wnllﬂ), in the Llnm‘ols :__.-fh iti Mg’fhodlat Chapel. - 1 . — A
As.reported in theys ":“”‘g‘ﬁaﬂlof the Herc/ord .’!'wm on Sntu.rday, §
the victims. were: ',{; Y "', v Ly
Mrs,  Beatrice' iiaddm w.ed 30, w‘xdam of Greai; Cefn Flu'm: _ _

Michaelchurch . E&cfey, ‘and B ] T
| William ~ Price;. farmet,’ aged’ﬁd of Plkee Fa }hohnelchurch .
© . Escley. . ;_"_\-u-\‘. 2 Kb #""L e st

’W:lham Price Iost his. wife' aomd eleven years ago, Q& : ma ]
~ time as Mrs. Maddy lost her.ﬁuaband, and Price had rece heen pnymg -
attentions to- Mrs. Mnddy Price had two children, and MrrMs}:‘i::’ly a —
daughtep of abbub 1L years nd @ baby.- o &

While qlttmg in the intcheu of Great Cefn Fam, nbout 9 o;clonk dii 4 e
Friday night; with her 7D-year-old mother, her daughter, ' and -buby, Mrs,
Maddy fell dead in her a%h g 2 -result of gunsbot wnnndu_the gun ‘having o ke
Deen fired through the : wy Half-mn-hour later  there were further re-
ports of o gun, and’ Pnee' w‘ns‘ ound’ dead- outside; 4 -rhom m 'ternbie
injuries to the face and the gun lying by h:s side. . ? i

The jury returned a v?rdiet ih rbgai‘d to’ the ﬂ! G
of * manslaughter in- q adden transporb  of - paasmn.‘_, »npd
Price o verdic of "felo-ﬂé-&a" (guiley of sulfnih.ﬁ;pr)’ wha "rbtqg@ﬁd

—

e

s = 7 s p— . >
} s i i
) presse, D e -

1a

| Hawest Sewreu

'mg ‘services . wer
% nnte, oe)

and .th v. W.
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little Ghupel of Llanrosser, not mrctrdm

occurred on Great Cefn Hill,
on Mrs, Maddy was taken firsti ti
Before opening the proceethngs.
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| noting the shattored 'quow’ i
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H Brie afterwards shot himself, i
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i "c;baned’ the inquest. v
Stttmg ‘with Mrs, Jones,"the’ mﬁthnr of
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1 , and from time (o
g ajﬁgmndmtber when'

jon, overcanie Jigr, ¢ -

Gilbe t;taﬁkmst;wczl
nry antd the u i
a&nrdshlre (lf. A. W

Date created: 29 January 2022

.n"’s_: #;ﬁ.‘..‘!m:.; g “, -_4*‘; ",”:

St ) 'i“.-g.#ir
ibnfpl‘e tho baby came

- Little Girl's Bandaged Hands. &

the - asolated farm  where ‘the tra'ge(ly -
The inques; j

thu,-

.Mra. Maddy—a pathetic ﬁxh;'e-r—-l 'k.na. the' |

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

-
ol M
by B Y

#WDULD NOT, mnnv HIM»

i Ttie ‘Coroner: After the baby: came, did
“want to marry. ler?
i Witness: He did during ﬂle last couple
weeks, She would have married him'
lmt as hie, woul 1d ‘not
‘ afterwards.

uhe ‘would not mar
by ry ;.ﬂld! o My

" Proceeding, Mrs. Jone
dnughter -t ?ked aboub-‘% up the farm
'nnd leaving the neigh houd. * She said
if slie coulﬁ put up; with ‘lmving the-child
% and having it registeed, she could put;up

with it afterwards.” = Price -and  my
|| daughter discussed the questlon of  the
name of the cluld. -but my daughter was
ery much furt because it- was

pyiate itimate.
in red mﬁ%n;‘- said ."he A
ucl. respected in &

feeling
l'!l n

istr 0%4”

tha in nest was
JOTOner :
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| which - (‘nl not forﬁh )mr rem’t ked
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Ducnbzng ths qh . witness
mud q e and d the girl

:

R Y

" aded ll anﬂ t&* were in
g}hen at gbout 8:30. little girl
“waesameéone at ‘the door. but

wi ©s3 eaid sheidid not héar. anyone,
andn Mrs. ll!m;dy dkreedomth h

EI'. st

i 1D
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%&mone‘;&q the:

and tha two
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do better to-
Id, too, if we started

going to

and we waou

All of us are always
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hink of *
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. them, if you don’t care what

all means tell people wha
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i am conmen ik Soese e for o i on ax priielprl dnd apyely,

ﬂ“]if- Wi‘gﬂ[ (er]fll'l,]r made the IR L dny of Hovemnper
One thousand nino hundred and tliirty two BIIWI RN
UEorge gauy HOwmLLS
The Pikes,

LG HaBLC U RG L LG LY ,

abergavenny . Larner

(hereinafter called *“the Mortgngor” which expression shall where the context ao admits include the
persons deriving title under the Mortgagor) of the one part and NATIONAL PROVINCIAL BANK
LIMITED (hereinafter called  the Bank ") of the other part WITNESSETTH as follows :—

L. THIE Mortgagor covenants with the Bank that the Mortgagor will on demand pay to the
Bank all such sums of money us now are or as ahall fram time o time be owing by the Mortgagor or by the
Mortgagor jointly with any ofher or others in partnership or otherwise and whether as principal or surety to the
Bank anywhere upon hanlking account or upon any discourt or other account or for any other matter or thing
whatsoever including interest discount commission and all other banking charges.

2. FOR lurther scouring the pagment of the moneys aforeenid the Mortgagor as Beneficial Owner
herehy charges by way of legal Mortgage ALL AND SINGULAR the hereditaments and premises described or
referred to in the Sohedulo hereto with the payment to the Banlk of all such sums of money as now ave or shall

it e et from finde to time become payable under the foregoing convenant.* :
walhmkleek o e DUt subjech to o %v:lol' tgage dated  the 9 day of Mot 19 9
T

Marlenie ) it : :
heai " and medé bebween uaorge Mdeuy Howells and bhe A%riou%tural
nteres

i i mn‘:: l{égggggg;e Sggmggﬁa C ionaﬁcl the priuci pal’ sum of I lovo old i
E::_:;"“'"‘“;:::';:I"..;;‘,tt..;‘.‘{ 3. 10 I8 HEREBY AGRERD AND DECLARED as follows () the Mortgagor will at all times
. during the continuance of this seonity keep the buildings which shall from time to time be comprised in this
seourity in & good state of repair  And also insured against loss or damage by fire in their full value for the time
being in such ‘offico or offices ag the Bank shull approve And will punctually pay all premiums necessar: fm:
auch purpose And will on demand deliver I;o'-_th_a_ Bank the policy or policies of such insturance gmd-’ﬁ:'a Teoeipt
for every such payment  And will apply all moneys which may be received by virtio of any auch poli
in making good the logs or damago or in or fiowards the discharge of the moneys which thll for the time ‘boing
be due to the Bank on tha security of these prosents as ghall he required by the Bank And St
shall be mado in keoping (he said premises so insured it shall be lawfal for buti nok obligat
to insure and Jeep insured all or any of the snid premises in manner aforesaid and
that purpose to the dobit of the Mortgagor's aceounts with the Bank  (b) th
exercisable at any fime after the moneys owing on this seewrity shall hay
Section 103 of the Law of Property Act 1925 which Scotion shall not app
by virbue of these prosonta (o) The Mortgagor shall not without the previ
exercise any of the powers of leasing or of agreeing to lease o
by the Law of Property Act 1995 (d) The Bank sh
:o_fa.ny bill or hills of exc Ly ne '
for or received in acco
drawer ¢ rse
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HEREFORDSHIRE

IN THE PARISHES OF MICHAELCHURCH ESKLEY AND PETERCHURCH,

Freehold Agricultural Property

Particulacs

OF

A Useful Upland Farm

KNOWN AS

TBHE PIKES '

COMPRISING

Stone-built House, Farm Bulldmgs

AND' ABOUT

172 ACRES s

of ‘Capital Pasture and Arable Land
Situate about 5 miles from Hay ;

Cottage, Garden, Buildings & Land
containing about
2 ROODS, 18 PERCHES

adjoining FINE STREET, about one mile from Peterchurch
for SALE BY AUCTION by

RUSSELL, BALDWIN & BRIGHT, Ltd

At the SWAN HOTEL, HAY,

On Thursday, August 28th, 1941
at 2.30 p.m. punetually.

Solicttor : R. TREVOR GRIFFITHS, Esq., Hay.
AUCTIONEERS' OFFICES : HEREFORD, LEOMINSTER, TENBURY anp HAY,
[ F A Plan of the Properties may be seen at the Solicitor’s or Auctioneers’ Office.

THE HeReroro TiMes Lrp., PRINTERS.
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Situate in the PARISH. OF Enmbmﬁn,mcwnm ESKLEY, about §

and about
- 171 acres 2 roods

OF CAPITAL PASTURE AND ARABLE LAND,
ﬁ?ﬁﬁmwaﬁaéméqﬁh

33 benn_u :

No. on No.
0.5. Map Descriplion Acreage | 0.5 eﬂ&%
A " PIKES
2o ATEDIES . 2.989
12T T Sl L4 | 108
A G, SN 5.784
124 ... House, Buildings, &c. 747
125 . ER T
26 220 To T R |
127 ..o Anbls Lo 0L RESSEENS OS ey
128550 DR G | CRESMENGT S 7o
wﬁ Ehli s SRR ey
oy S S 1.727 oy BT
GRIGLANDS S
i w. 10.711 LLReR e 7
: 3ioss) || 1620
1.984
2 SPRING CASTLE .
2.155 115 S = +3.629
I N = 3.708 | 24 .. E = 1.495
e = 4.359 % = m.mq.&m
S Bl fngs, B 1248 x
e e - 3.343 27 e e 1.490
2.276 28 ... Buildings, &c. ... 2.303
.917
.310

.. Buidings, &.

S G L

20274 CASTLE FARM
. Arable 1.751 2 ar ) e 3.393
328 £ e 1.416

% H (T juildings, ane -230

7.672 e 478

105 ... 2.219 gis B 2.285
107 - 2.88 | 10 ... 2.445
108 .. 3.824 | 12 - 1.995
109 - 4.403 | 13 . 012

f

ﬁaguogngﬂﬁn-gﬁmigsoggﬂ&ruaﬁ “ Pikes Farm ” is a
1 of Holdi butting on Vaga Hill, upon which there is a right of

.._._unim_._wug.ﬁﬂeann Stream—The Eskley Brook—forms the West bo of the property,
which is let to Mr. GEorGE HoWELLS upon a yearly Candlemas Tenancy at a rental of

’

£11(0 per annum.
Tithe Redemption Annuily, £4 9s. 24

> Oonumm, ﬂﬁ.&mﬁ. HE—&EM@
and Land B

wgkwgﬁgﬂpngﬁag&gﬁﬁ adjoining the Esgg
sected by Fine Street, nﬂno.uﬁ»ngnnbu.w%ﬂ.

u.. roods 18 perches

= 2 » Vizi—
| No.ow 05 Map, | Description. Aereage.
o
A £
{ Cil
| i
% &.j
g
i
a
o |
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THE PRE-HISTORIC OCCUPATION OF CEFN HILL, NEAR
CRASWALL.

By R. S. Gaviy Rosinsox,
(Read 28th November, 1946.)

The discovery of the extensive Neolithic and Bronze age settle-
ments on the Cefn Hill was made possible by the acquisition of
the land for afforestation by the Forestry Commission, who ploughed
the whole area to clear the heather and bracken before planting
trees. The hill has now been planted (1946), and so there is no
likelihood of any further finds or exploration, and it is fortunate
that it was possible to utilise the only opportunity for locating
pre-historic sites on the hill,

Cefn Hill is an out-lying buttress of the Cat’s Back or north-
east ridge of the Black Mountains. On the west it slopes steeply
down to the Cusop dingle and the Wye valley, on the north it
slopes down to Dorstone and the Golden Valley, and on the south
and east there is a gentle incline to the head of the Eskley and
Craswall valleys. The highest point is 1,593 feet above sea level,
and here there is a large plateau which connects with the main
mountain mass at the north-east angle, known as Hay Bluff.
Prior to the Forestry Commission operations the whole hill was
covered with a heavy growth of heather and bracken, and it had
apparently never been cultivated, at any rate to any great extent.
In 1938 the Forestry Commission commenced operations by fencing
and ploughing the whole hill between the summit and the Hay-
Michaelchurch Eskley road. The ground was ploughed to a depth
of from 10 inches to 14 inches, and the furrows were turned well
over, exposing a large amount of the soil from Emﬁ n_mm.zm. At
an early stage in this operation I searched the hill for evidence
of early occupation, and was able to find sufficient, such as flint
chips, efc., to justify a more thorough search being made, and
for observation to be kept on the ground. The search continued,
but had to be stopped in 1940 partly because of petrol rationing
and other more urgent calls on time. Mr. and Mrs, A, S. Wood
of Ladywell House, Vowchurch, took part in ﬁ.rm search from time
to time, and several of the Forestry Commission workers secured
flints which have been added to my collection. The disadvantage
of casual searchers, such as the Forestry Commission workers,
is that it is very difficult to keep a record of exactly where finds
are made.

st

Bingé

Bugrarmning. Sea s e e
Sute I

i
e T B

AREA EHEL . BY i N toNal AGE SETTLEMENTS ON Cryn Hiee
3 Nk ANL Brozg: AG L 1S
AREA COVERL 5
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ARROW-HEADS FrRom Cern Hive.

Neolithic and Bronze Age.

Nos. | and 3 from Site A.

No. 6 from Site C.

33

Before dealing with the actual finds and the evidence to be
deduced from them, I think it will simplify the picture if we consider
the Cefn Hill sitesin relation to the other contemporary occupations
in the neighbourhood. Firstly we can deal with the pessibility
of a Mesolithic population between the Black Mountains and the
Wye. Here the usually accepted fossil types of implements of this
period have not been isolated from the succeeding Neolithic
cultures, but there are a few artifacts which may be considered as
bearing a relationship to the distinctive Mesolithic types, and
these may be rather inconclusive evidence that there was a
Mesolithic occupation of the hill, preceeding the Neolithic period.
There is evidence of a Mesolithic settlement at Clun in Shropshire,
on the South Wales coast, and at King Arthur's Cave en the Doward
Hill, near Monmouth, so there is no reason to rule it out as a
possibility in the Golden Valley -~ Black Mountain region, and
Cefn Hill would be quite a possible site, corresponding in physical
features to the Pennine Range, where sites are fairly common at
a medium elevation above sea level.

The Neolithic period followed the Mesolithic at about 2200 B.C.,
the usually accepted evidence of the culture being the long barrow,
pottery, domestication of animals, polished flints and the leaf-shaped
spear and arrow heads.

The Bronze Age followed, commencing in this area about
1750 B.C., and bringing the round barrow, tanged and barbed
arrow heads, and crouched burials in cists. The burial cist in the
entrance hall of the Hereford museum is typical of the peried, and
incidentally came from the Olchon valley, which is near the Cein
Hill, though separated from it by the Cat's Back ridge.

In considering the early occupation of the Golden Valley-Black
Mountain area we have therefore three cultures, .., Mesolithic—
with doubtful evidence—Neolithic and Bronze Age, of which we
have ample evidence.

Leaving the Mesolithic out of the picture, we can deal with
the Neolithic on fairly safe grounds, the evidence being quite
substantial, and we must consider it in some detail to get a true
perspective of the Cefn Hill settlements.

Neolithic man occupied the Cotswolds and the Wiltshire Downs
in considerable numbers, and his long barrows are scattered all
over these localities. He also settled in South Wales, the nearest
long barrows to Cefn Hill being at Llanigon, on the north slope
of the Black Mountains, not more than four miles away. and
Arthur's Stone on the Dorstone-Bredwardine ridge. Many people
have, from time to time, called Arthur’s Stone a Druid altar, a
menhir, or something else, but it is a typical long barrow of the
passage grave type, the remaining stone slabs of ﬁﬂ vwwmmmm ;
being still in place. The neighbouring fields produce ™ long barrow
arrows *, similar to the Gloucestershire types.

ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc

Page 22 of 59

Date created: 29 January 2022



ewyas lacy

Document Record

The History of Ewyas Lacy

S By B

study group

34

. Between these out-lying long barrows Llanigon ar i
w#oz.mv‘. and the centre of the .mm:::mm in S.Em:mﬂm E._M m_oz.ﬁnnwm\wa_,nﬁm_wﬁam
there is a wide tract, including the foothills of the Black Mountains
and the Forest of Dean, where there is no known true long barrow
but there must have been contact between the obviously related
civilisations, and this was probably by a track which followed the
Dorstone-Whitfield Ridge, thence over Garway and Welsh Newton
to the m‘,oﬂﬁm_ﬁ of Dean and the Severn. Neolithic flints occur.in
very appreciable quantities along this suggested track, and I have
found them as far as Gwen-herrion Farm in Welsh Newton parish.

There would be nothing unusual therefore in finding traces
m& Neolithic man on Cefn Hill, as his culture has been definitely
identified in the neighbourhood. Cefn Hill would provide a direct
route from Llanigon to the Golden Valley settlements, and also
from Llangorse Lake, Llowes, Penforest, ete., in all of which he
has been identified.

There is one peculiarity in the siting of Herefordshire Neolithic
settlements which should” be noted, before proceeding further.,
Neolithic man occupied the ridges, apparently seldom living below
the 700 ft. contour (Dragon’s pool in Peterchurch and Shaegaer
in Vowchurch being exceptions by a narrow margin), and his sites
are almost invariably close to a depression in the ground, which
at that time presumably held water either in a swamp or hollow.
This selection of a site on a hill adjacent to a some-time swamp is
so much a feature of identification of Neolithic man in the Golden
Valley district that it i1s almost an axiom “ No swampy hollow—
no leal shaped arrows ™. At present, of course, in the majority
of cases the actual swamp has disappeared under the plough, but
the hollow frequently remains.

Bronze Age man came into Herefordshire somewhere about
1750 B.C., and there is ample evidence of his occupation, which
continued down to the arrival of the Iron Age intrusion in, say,
250 B.C. The most concrete examples of Bronze Age man in the
Golden Valley-Black Mountain area are the O_nwou, burial (already
referred to), the bronze socketed palstave from Urishay, Dorstone
and other places, bronze spearhead from Vowchurch, several round
barrows, and a large number of tanged and barbed STTOWS,

We can therefore accept his presence on Cefn Hill as in no
way abnormal.

" Having now laid the foundations we can proceed to the actual
_.mmumwﬂﬁﬂm:m from Cefn Hill, dealing with the Neolithic first.

lithic settlement (Site ““ A ") was on the plateau near

the »MMMmMme.E in the south-west corner of 0.5 H:m of Wﬂwmﬂcnm
arish, at 1,563 feet above sea level. The ground is level, and the mom
P tains a quantity of brashy sandstone. There is evidence o
Monwmmlf extensive swampy area in a saucer-shaped depression

Phatograpl by

Uipper photograph

Lower photogeaph

9 (No. 2 in Report) and 3.
2 B mrnﬁ,ﬁda backs.

ESTLE-AS

ELSG Reference: rs_mic_0668_16.doc

Page 23 of 59

Date created: 29 January 2022



ewyas lacy
S B B

The History of Ewyas Lacy

Document Record

study group

Photc graphs by

7E
IMPLEMENTS FrOM Crrx Hire.
Left : Holed and hamimer stones for eracking hazel nuts,

Neolithic Site A, Similar implements have hesn
found i Ireland,

-2 Identical i

Ihg.(;r_ Zy 2 in Report). 3. Chert blade foun
dte A (No. 1 in Report),

mplements in Flint and Chert (No, 2

d in three picces,
Sit 4, Shale blade with battered back. 3. Shale blade (No. 3 in Report). 6. Fling
point

e e TTRSSSSNNNNNNNmeeS

ry 022 Fage 24 of 59 ELSG Reference: r ic_0668_16.doc
S_mi 1
Date created: 29 January 2 —



ewyas lacy

Document Record

The History of Ewyas Lacy

study group

Margan.

c

#

Phatograplis by

7
e
&
ot
7
i
{7}
=
=

Flakes of polished Celts, reworked as scrapers (No. 3 is No. 6in Report).

Lefi =
Rigli

3. FFlint scraper,

o Flint knife &

1. Tranchet type axe for mounting in socket of red deer antler, Site X

4. Flint knife

38

on the edge of the south slope, which would probably have provided
water. The actual living floors, as identified by flint chippings,
etc., were slightly above the swamp level, and extended to some
two acres of ground, with several arcas containing an appreciable
density of flint chippings as indication of a hut site. [t should
be noted that, in all probability, this ground has never been turned
over since Neolithic man eccupied it, and his huts are merely obscured
by a natural accumulation of humus. No evidence of actual
dwellings was noted, although the ground was thoroughly searched
on several occasions, but various patches of darkened soil may
have been hut sites. An indeterminate length of what might
have been dry stone walling was found on the plateau, but the
flints obtained close to it were quite different from thoese obtained
from the Neolithic site¢ area, the patination was different and the
chipping coarser, indicating a probable Bronze Age date. (Site
)

A question that is very frequently asked is * Where did the
Herefordshire Neolithie and Bronze Age men get their flint? .
There is no local source-of supply, the nearest being Wiltshire, and
all flint used in the Golden valley must therefore have been imported.
Nodules of flint have been found in the Urishay district of Peter-
church, and it is obvious [rom the very large quantity of chippings
found on all settlement sites that the implements were turned out
locally from imported flint. Method of transport being probably
man-power, and origin probably Wiltshire or further south.

Confirmatory evidence of the impertation and consequent
occasional shortage of flint comes very clearly from Cefn Hill,
where implements (knives, borers and serapers) were made from
shale, chert, efe., which could be obtained from Radnorshire.
This is a particularly important point, as it confirms that certain
tools, which te us appear to be of very doubtful utility, were so
essential that when supplies of flint were deficient, the inhabitants
of Cefn Hill duplicated the normal flint type in shale, even though
this and chert had nothing like the hardness and durability
of flint. Chips broken from polished flint axes were also salvaged
and worked up into scrapers.

The inference that may be drawn from the Neolithic evidence

that there was a fairly large settlement living on the highest
part of the hill,} obtaining their water supplies from & swamp,
dependling on a somewhat erratic supply of flint, and related to
the Llamgon-Llangorse settlements on one side, and to the
Dorstone-Peterchurch settlements on the other. Ll any agriculture
was done there is ample flat ground between the settlement and
the mountain, although the climatic condlitions in winter must
have been very severe, and the life of the inhabitants dependent

1 Site A.
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Limited Standing Building Survey for
The Pike’s Farm, Michaelchurch Escley, Herefordshire.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

L1 Border Archaeology was commissioned to undertake a limited standing building survey (at
RCHME Level 1) for a derelict dwelling known as The Pike's Farm (NGR SO 2912 3723),
located within the parish of Michaelchurch Escley, south-west Herefordshire. A limited oral
brief was issued by Herefordshire Council (HC) Planning Department to record and annotate
features within the fabric of the present structure prior to alterations to the farmhouse and
associated outbuildings'. Mr John Walden (Consultant Engineer) acting on behalf of Mr and
Mrs Grey, owners of The Pike’s Farm, provided the necessary plans for the building. Further
supporl, including Listing information, was provided by Mr Paul Gibbens, Conservation
Officer, Planning Department, HC. LR

12 The Pike's Farm has been designated a Grade I listed building (Ref. No. 1/51-3). The
building, formerly a dwelling, is constructed partially of drystone walling supported (in part) e
by substantial gable-end and roofing timbers. The sandstone walling of the building appears to g
date from the late 17th century. However, within the internal fabric, including the ‘A’ frames i
(1st floor), close-studding, associated roofing timbers, two perpendicular doorways and R 3‘
associated door furniture suggests a slightly earlier date - possibly the late 16th/early 17th Ney
centuries.

13 A scheme of works outlining an archaeological programme was agreed with the client. An 3
outline of an archaeological brief is submitted within this report (see Appendix 2) and falls A
within Planning Policy Guidance 15 (PPG 15). Criteria set by RCHME for standing building
recording (Building Level 1) was applied to this programme of works, which includes a e
photographic survey with annotations made to engineers’ plans and elevations.

1.4 Photographie survey included colour transparencies using medium format and 35mm, as well
as monochrome and colour prints. e
1.5 The purpose of this work was (o assess the nature of any archaeological remains and to =
( indicate possible measures to mitigate the impact of refurbishment of the internal features of
the building.

The plans provided by Mr John Walden (Consultant Engineer) have been used within this oo
report. However, it must be stressed that these are civil engineering plans and do not reflect
the level of detail outlined within a standing building survey.

20 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

20l On the basis of limited historical research on this building, this limited standing building
survey will attempt to identify and assess the extent and importance of architectural remains,
in particular, the location of timbers between the main farmhouse and the adjoining
outbuilding. All features and structures will be considered important to the overall historic
and archaeological assessment.

2:2 Primary and secondary documentary sources will be used in order to properly assess the fabric
and historic importance of the building (including primary documentation from the RCHME
and listing advice).

23 Recording and annotations of selected house timbers will be at a scale of 1:20. Emphasis will
be placed on carpentry and stonework. From the provided scaled plans, a chronological
phasing of the timber and stone construction will be made.

'\X

! (Planning Application ref: SF981128 PF, Listed Building Ref: LB SF 981129 LD).
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Fireplaces located within the principle room and bedroom 1 share the same chimney stack.

- Both have incorporated into the stone fabric, substantial hearth timbers (mantelpiece). The
hearth timber used within the fireplace in bedroom 1 extends the width of the room and is tied
into the eastern ‘A’ frame. The same timber has also been cut and incorporated into the door
casing which connects the staircase and bedroom 1. The timber is thought to be a main tie
member which is mortice-and-tenon joined into the eastern ‘A’ frame (Paul Gibbens pers.
comm.). There is further evidence throughout the main farmhouse and the outer kitchen that
timbers have been re-used and incorporated into partition walls.

7 . The first floor joists and cross-timbers supporting the three bedrooms are all machine cut
{ suggesting that they are contemporary with the 18th century sandstone fabric of the building.
There appears to be no evidence of attaching a lathe and plaster ceiling to the underside of the

cross-timbers.

Summary: The Pike’s farmhouse is a complex building (or series of buildings) that pose more
questions than answers. From the four site visits, | have established at least three building
phases plus the merging of three buildings - a timber frame and stone gable house, followed
by, and incorporating the timber frames, an 18th century stone building. Immediately to the
west of the main farmhouse, is a small kitchen area which appears to be built up against (but
not tied into) the western gable end (Plate 5). The question remains, what is the chrenological
phasing of this building (see below)?

Border Archaeology LIN 04/95-03
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DISCUSSION

It should be noted that this level of recording does not do The Pike's Farm full justice. The
Grade II Listed building, incorporating the group value of outbuildings, is a line example of a
multi-phase farm complex which dates possibly to the early 17th century (if not slightly
earlier). On initial inspection of the farm, it was noticed that at least two regional styles exist.

The external stonework derives from a localised building style which is rooted within the 18th
century Welsh longhouse tradition. A number of buildings within the immediate locality have
developed a similar style. Obviously, this regional style is based on the availability of
materials. In the case of The Pike's Farm, the building material would have come from the
immediate area. The second style, a series of substantial timbers, including ‘A’ frames, wall
frames and associated roofing timbers, is typical of early Post-Medieval buildings from central
and east Herefordshire (Harris 1986). Within west Herefordshire, there are a large number of
buildings that utilise both timber and stone. However, both materials are used within a single
building phase. As suggested earlier, there are at least three phases of building within the
farmhouse. It is more than likely that an earlier timber-framed building existed on the site
prior the present sandstone farmhouse.

Plate 5 shows clear evidence of a later stone building running up to the lower section of the
western ‘A’ frame. Below the tie member is a series of vertical close-studding which spans
the (internal) western “A” frame (Plate 6). On the ground floor, the wall separating the hall
from the dairy is constructed of stone. Two entrances (or fenestrals) along the southern
section of this wall possess original door furniture (wrought-iron clasps, brackets and hinges;
these are located within the hallway). The perpendicular style of Lhese two entrances suggests
that this section of the building (including the ‘A” frame) may date ta the late 16th/early 17th
century. 1 would further suggest that the ‘A’ frame marks the position of an earlier western
gable end. Externally, on the northern elevation is severe cracking within the wall (fig 2 &
Plate 4), Similarly, cracking also appears on the southem elevation approximately lm from
the eastem gable end. The position of the cracking marks roughly where the western and
eastern ‘A’ frames are located (fig 3). [ would, therefore, suggest that an earlier building has
later been extensively altered, with the western and eastern sections of the house being
extended. It should be noted that both the wall frames and purlins are cut to length and extend
up 1o the eastem and western *A’ frames. Within the eastern section of the house, no purlins
extend beyond the eastern ‘A’frame. Similarly, the purlins running to the western “A’ frame
are cut to the extent of the western ‘A’ frame. However, both purlins and wall frames have
been incorporated into the western section of the house (extending the width of bedroom 3),
suggesting further that the *A’ frames mark the original western and eastern gable-ends. If
this is the case, the dairy and the third bedroom are certainly later additions.

Presently, within the western section of the house is a dairy and Kitchen area, The kitchen has
within the southern gable wall a large open-hearth fireplace which has been modified during
the 19th century to incorporate a bread oven. Brickwork used for the construction is typical of
a mid-16th century imperial [yellow] fire-brick.

The western elevation of the kitchen has a large-blocked splay which has been truncated by
the construction of a north wall. The north wall runs up to the line of the western “A* frame.
Externally, the foundations of the western kitchen wall run towards a field barn. It would
appear that the kitchen space may have extended northwards and may be a separate building
from the main farmhouse. It could be argued further that this part of the building could be
carlier than the timber sections within the main farmhouse and, therefore, the first building on
{he site. However, within the south-western comer of the Kitchen area are the remains of a
stone spiral staircase and on the wall swhich runs up to the western ‘A’ frame are at least three
beam slots, which suggest that this section of the farmhouse had two storeys. No entrances
are located on the first floor that linked this part of the farmhouse with bedrooms 2 and 3.

Located on the (internal) southern gable, a wall separates the kitchen from the bam. A large
doorway which once linked them is now blocked. Above the blocked doorway is the present
roofing line. Below this, and ata more acute pitch-angle is an earlier roof line. The acute
angle suggests that this section of the house (and indeed the barn) may once have been
thaiched (fig 5).
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g ; 6.1 The limited building survey revealed a number of significant architectural features both within
l e the main farmhouse and the adjoining outbuildings. The features have been recorded 3
§ 5. = following RCHME criteria set for a Level 1 recording survey. On the basis thal the client will g

¥ N strictly adhere to the requests made within the planning consent, no further archaeological

I investigation may be required.

6.2 The Conservation Officer, Mr Paul Gibbens, has been notified of work involving Border
Archaeology. A copy of the method statement outlining the requirements set within this
programme of works is published in Appendix 2.
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FIG 1 - SOUTHERN ELEVATION OF THE PIKE’S FARMHOUSE
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FIG 5 - NORTHERN INTERNAL GABLE OF KITCHEN AREA
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FIG 6 - GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF THE PIKE’S FARMHOUSE
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APPENDIX 1: LISTED BUILDING INVENTORY FROM HCC

Michaelchurch Escley CP
Pike's Farmhouse

GV IT

Farmhouse, now store. Probably late Cl17 - early C18.
Coursed drystone rubble, stone slate, corrugated iron and
asbestos roofs; centre stack and hipped roof to left
part; end stack to right gable. L-plan, local
development of long house type, 4-cell arrangement of the
part to the right divided into stair/chimney area,
principal room, cross-passage and a further cell which
joins and overlaps the left hand subsidiary return wing
used for service and animals. right part: 2-storey on-
window front, 3 lights to ground floor and 4 to first
floor above (both windows covered up at time of re-survey
(1984) but upper one may have diamond section mullions),
entrance to left near junction with return wing under
. corrugated iron canopy by ledged C19 door. Rear
elevation has 2-window front: to left is former 5-light
diamond section mullioned window now of 3 lights under
label; to right is another window to rear of junction of
the 2 ranges which had 3 mullions; above the first
window, but slightly to the right is a partly blocked
mullion window of the same size retaining one mullion and
the apertures for another. Left part: one storey and
attic, one casement of 3 lights to right hand side,
another small casement of 2 lights to left with ledged
€19 door to its right. Interior: right part has plank
and muntin screen through which beneath large deeply
chamfered beam to left of cross-passage 2 juxtaposed
ellipitically headed doorways lead into left cell of main
range; principal right hand room has newel staircase to
rear side fireplace and 2 chamfered beams dividing
ceiling into 3 parts. Inside of left part of return
range is a cowhouse (Right part of return range not
inspected). Forms a surprisingly complete example of a
developed longhouse incorporating animals, service area
.- and a bending of the traditional plan.

S0 23 WE Michaelchurch Escley CP
1/52 Barn immediately WNW

of Pike’s Farmhouse
GV IT

Barn. Probably C1B. Coursed dry stone rubble, corrugated
iron roof. Four bays. One splayed ventilator slit
either side of full height ledged entrance doors, singled
ledged door to right hand side. Interior: doors lead to
threshing floor in second bay from left which is divided
from adjacent bays by 2 cill beams raised on rubble piers
and stone flags set on end. The 2 transverse cill beams
carry a central plank stud up to tie-beams which are
linked to rafters by raking status. Two right hand bays
are separated by a rubble wall about 7 feet high. The
wall carries a cill beam with 3 studs rising to the stud
beam. The right hand bay, beyond the partition is

l Border Archacology I JN 04/99-03
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divided into 2 storeys with a stall containing rack
trough on the ground floor and a hay loft above together
providing stabling facilities. Much of the timber in the

right hand bay is re-used. Forms group with adjacent
farmhouse and cowhouse (qv).

S0 23 NE Michaelchurch Escley CP
1/53 Cowhouse and attached wall

25yds west of Pike’s Farmhouse
GV

II

Cowhouse. Probably C18. Coursed rubble, corrugated iron
roof. 3 bays. 2 triangular ventilators, one either side
of full height central entrance. 3 similar ventilators
to rear wall and one to each gable end wall. Interior: 2
heavy low trusses with raking struts pegged from tie-
beams to rafters. Forms group with Pile’s Farmhouse (gv)

and barn to north east (qv) and included for group value
only.

Border Archaeology ILJN 04/99-03 i 21
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APPENDIX 2: METHOD STATEMENT

Limited Standing Building Survey for The Pikes Farm, Michaelchurch Escley,
Herefordshire.

INTRODUCTION

Border Archaeology was commissioned to undertake a limited standing building
survey for a derelict dwelling known as The Pikes Farm (NGR SO 2912 3823),
located within the parish of Michaelchurch Escley, south-west Herefordshire
(Planning Application ref: SF981128 PF, Listed Building Ref: LB SF 981129 LD). A
oral brief was issued by the Herefordshire Council (HC), Planning Department to
record features both internally and externally including roof timbers, elevations,
window and door openings etc. Mr Walden (consultant engineer) acting on behalf of
Mr Grey, owner of The Pikes Farm provided the necessary plans for the site. Further
support, including Listing information was provided by Mr Paul Gibbens, Conservation
Officer, Planning Department (HC).

This building is Grade || Listed (Ref. No.1/51-3). The building, formally a dwelling is
constructed of partially drystone walling with supporting gable-end and roofing
timbers. The building appears ta date from the 17th century. However, within the
. internal fabric of the building including an exposed ‘A’ frame at the western gable-end
suggest that the building could be slightly earlier [late 16th/early 17th century].

The purpose of this work is to assess the nature of any archaeological remains and to
indicate possible measures to mitigate the impact of refurbishment of the internal
teatures of the building. The programme of work will include a photographic survey of
the house and adjoining outbuildings. A written and illustrated report and archiving
will follow the results of the limited standing building survey.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

On the basis of limited historical research on this building, the standing building
survey will attempt identify and assess the extent and importance of architectural
features, in particular, the location of timbers between the main farmhouse and the
adjoining outbuilding. All features and structures will be considered important to the
overall historic and archaeological assessment.

Limited primary and secondary documentary sources will be used in order to properly
assess the fabric and historic importance of the building (including primary
documentation from the RCHME and Listing advice). €

METHODOLOGY

Limited Standing Building Survey

Recording and annotations of selected house timbers will be at a scale of 1:50 and
annotated onto existing engineering plans. Emphasis will be placed on carpentry and

stonework. From the provided scaled plans, a chronological phasing of the timber
and stone construction will be made (if necessary).

; I : A brief outlining an archaeological programme of work was agreed with the client.
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ARCHIVE CONSOLIDATION

The site archive will contain all data collected during the survey including
photographs and field notes. The archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed and
internally consistent (where applicable).

Adequate resources will be provided during work to ensure that records are checked
and internally consistent.

Archive consolidation will be undertaken immediately following the conclusion of
fieldwork.

The archive shall be assembled in accordance with the guidelines set out in English
Heritage's ‘Management of Archaeological Projects 2'.

The Integrity of the primary record will be preserved.

Provision will be made for the deposition of archive in the appropriate museum or
other repository. The archive will be prepared in accordance with the guidelines
published in Guidelines for the preparation of Excavation Archives for long-term
storage (United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, 1990) and Standards in the
Museum care of archaeological collections (Museum and Galleries Commission,
1994). Deposition will take place after completion of the works.

THE REPORT

The report will clearly and accurately incorporate information gained from the limited
standing building survey.

The report will contain a site location plan as well as ground floor plans and
elevations plus photographs of selected features including the roof timbers and stone
window and door casings.

A copy of the completed report will be submitted to the client and Local Authority

Planning Department for approval. Further copies of the report will be deposited with
Herefordshire Council's Sites and Monuments Record (SMR).

STAFF

The project will be under the overall management of Neil Shurety and the building
survey will be undertaken by George Nash, Senior Archaeologist.

COSTS

- Barder Archaeclogy's financial proposals are for a limited building survey. Included
within the costs will be the production of a report including the results interpretation,
scaled drawings and archive material as outiined in the brief. The fee is subject to
confirmation of access arrangements and services.

Border Archaeology's fees for this work will submitted to the client and excludes VAT,
This price will also include costs for publication and archive.

BORDER ARCHAEOLOGY QUALITY STANDARDS

Border Archaeology operates a Quality Assurance System in all its offices based on
the BSEN [SQ 9001: 1994 Model for Quality Assurance. Copies of the Company

Policy, Environmental Policy and Policy for Health, Safety and Welfare can be
submitted. Border Archaeology’s staff are members with the Institute of Field
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FIG 7 - 1st FLOOR PLAN OF THE PIKE’S FARMHOUSE
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Archaeologists. All projects are carried out in accordance with IFA Standards and
Guidance or Draft Standards and Guidance (where applicable).

BORDER ARCHAEOLOGY INSURANCE POLICY

The company maintains substantial Professional Indemnity cover which it considers
to be fully commensurate with its responsibilities arising from its business. We would
be pleased to discuss details of the cover when required. The company also
maintains public liability insurance.
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