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Photographs of part of a research portfolio of working papers, documents and other
material relating to studies by Tony Gray of properties and ownership in the Upper Escley
Valley, principally in the parish of Michaelchurch Escley, from the 15" century to the
present day. Links to other parts of the portfolio can be found in the Index at
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No. XXII.] : [Aveusr 1, 1881. 6
QUARTERLY MISSIONARY LEAF |

OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL !

~ ON BOARD AN EMIGRANT SHIP. i i

! :

THE ALLAN STRAMER - PARISTAN."

_ MaNy who read this have, no doubt, relations and friends who have “emigrated.”
Now it is the great work of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel to look
affer the spiritual wants of these emigrants and our people generally in the colonies.
The Society begins this work réally at the beginning, and endeavours to reach the
~emigrant.as-he is on-the-point of leaving England: T am appoiited to sed to the—4—
emigrants who leave Liyerpool. Thousands go weekly, so that I cannot see them
nearly all, although I have a brother rgyman assisting me; but I speak to a great
number, ahd_'kinﬁ friends send me books, magazines, and illustrated papers to give
to them as they ave leaving. 1T board these emigrant ships just hefore they steam
away, and sometimes they start before T leave them. I take with me a oreat bag
full of reading matter; and the people flock around e and are delighted to get
something to read, and thus I Have an opportunity of saying a few words to them.
Not very much can be done, as there is frequently a good deal of confusion, but you
can speak to many of the emigrants, and at such a time what is said is not soon
forgotten. Old people and young alike have very full hearts as they are taking
& their last look at old Bngland. Often when T have been speaking a word to cheer
- and comfort them, they have grasped me by the hand and seemed reluctant to let
\ me go, feeling, I suppose, that I was the last connecting link with the old country.
: On one of my visits on board ship I found a poor woman in distress because her
little baby had not been baptized, and she did not like to face the dangers of the
sea without the infant being made, as the Catechism says, “a member of Christ, a
child of God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven.” She was very
pleased when I told her that I was a clergyman and would baptize her b
( Water was obtained, and the little lamb was admitted into the fold of the _
Shepherd. T happened to have in my bag a new Bible and Prayer-book, taken
from a good stock of reading matter kindly given to the Mission by th '
Promoting Christian 'Knaw.'iedg'e.-_ I wrote the child’s name in the
the name of the ship and date of the baptism, and gave the books to
telling them to be careful that the little one had them when old enough
- poor mother was delighted, she seemed to have a great weight taken
~ Now, in the illustration at the head of this paper, you have
emigrant ship ; such a vessel will earry easily a thousand emi

4
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cannot think what a strange and busy scene it is to be living on board such a
full ship. PFancy a floating house with perhaps eleven or twelve hundred souls
living in it, more people than you have in many of the villages in which you live.
I have lived in these ships and crossed the Atlantic Ocean several times with the
emigrants. Last year I crossed in the Circassian, and altogether we had more than
a thousand souls on board. This year I crossed in the same ship, and we had
between eight and nine hundred people in her. For the first day or two nothing
much can be done, as most of the passengers are feeling the effects of being at sea,
but after a day or two the voyage becomes pleasant. Well ; the third day we were at
sea the weather was very rough, and nearly all the passengers were in their cabins ;
this was on a Saturday, and I began to think that there would be no service on the
next day, Sunday. However, on Sunday morning I was aroused by hearing the
sound of voices singing hymns in the saloon. As soon as possible I rushed, or
rather tumbled, into the saloon, and what do you think I saw? I saw the .Gaptain
of that good ship, the Circassian, Captain 'W. H. Smith—I mention his name
because it deserves to be recorded, not only for what he was then doing, but for
his general kindness to all on board—in the midst of several of the emigrants whom
he had picked out, practising the hymns in readiness for the morning service. 1
\ was delighted and said, ¢ Well done, Captain, I am glad to see you take such an in-
terest in this matter.” I like,” he said, * to have the service performed as well as
| possible on board.” Athalf-past ten all who were able attended, but we were rather
/| an unhappy-looking congregation. We, however, sang as cheerfully as we could
-~ | thecanticles and three hymns, a passenger accompanying on the piano, and the
' Captain acting as precentor. I managed to give a short address, and, spoke about
~Christ;riding into Jerusalem, as it was Palm Sunday. I was obliged to speak
under ‘great difficulties. T had to hold on with hoth Tands: and”as my unfor- - *
tunate body was swayed to and fro with the motion of the ship—the sea being
very rough—the words were almost jerked out of me, and I felt that I was at
times looking absurd in my movements, but you ean’t help these things at sea.
In the afternoon T went down to the steerage and held a second service. Here we
had no piano, but T had discovered a man who had brought a eornopean with him
and could play it very nicely. He readily played the tunes and thus led the singing,
and as there were a good many boys and girls on board who had often before sung
the hymns in the old Parish Church at home, so now they joined heartily in singing
\ the old tunes, beautifully accompanied by the cornopean. These services were much
appreeciated, and as I held them on most of the evenin gs we were on board, were looked
\ forward to with pleasure by the emigrants. Three hymns, a prayer, a short passage
' of Scripture, and an address, were all we had on these occasions. A oveat many
' people are emigrating now. Many write to me about getting them accommodation
! in Liverpool, or asking partieulars about emigration generally, and I am always
' glad to answer any questions of this kind. But I am anxious that you should
bear in mind that every week thousands of human beings—men, women, and
. children—leave England and cross the seas, and never you forget when you come to
; that part of the Litany where we pray for those who travel by lund or water,
to thinlk of those children like yourselves who are on the great deep; and at the
\ same time think how you may be helping forward the work of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, so that your brothers and sisters, as we may call them, A
\ may have some one amougst them in the land to which they are going to keep | A
them in mind of that better Jand, the Heayenly Cansan, J. BRIDGER,
o3 St Nrcaoras' Ouurex, Liverpool.

. Offee of tha Society, 19, Delahay Strect, Westminster, S.T7.

e WSS IR

Fis GLAY, 3038, AND TwYlok, FRINTERS, BAEAD ATilkcr HILL, QUEEN VICTOMIA STREET, LONHOK.
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